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Galah, Eolophus roseicapilla Photo : David Free (See page 6)
From : Hilary Heptinstall
It was good to see the return of our Night Chat sessions on March 23, and it was an
excellent start to the year with a fascinating talk by Scott Thompson. See page 5.
For those who missed the Night Chat, Naga Svirinas has posted a video of the event on the
FOLC Facebook page which you may like to watch. Thank you, Naga.
Our next night chat will be on April 27 and we look forward to seeing you there.
See page 10.
Our members have worked hard this month with an extra Busy Bee on March 28 as well as
our regular second Sunday session. See page 2
It is very exciting to see Brenton’s See’s work at the FOLC Shed and I can’t wait to see the
finished painting.
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SUNDAY SESSIONS IN MARCH
From : Nick Cook

Photos : Naga Srinivas

SUNDAY MARCH 7
We had a good session this morning with some of our Duke
of Edinburg volunteers, Ella, Matt and Rav.
We worked around the shed and our 2019 planting site.
We were very happy to see that some of our native Yams are
coming back with fresh healthy growth.
Native yams
SUNDAY MARCH 14
Today was ‘Clean up Australia Day’ so we had our
annual Clean up Lake Claremont event in conjunction
with our monthly Busy Bee. Thank you to all our
committed volunteers who made such a wonderful
effort. As always, we enjoyed our morning tea provided
by Soozie Ross.

Some of our long term volunteers
Joan Tocock and Bruce Haynes (above)

Dot Leeson (left)

More photos on page 3
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A young volunteer with the gator

Morning tea at the shed

SUNDAY MARCH 28
An extra Busy Bee led by Norma Hay was held in the Eastern buffer zone to clear the Ruby
Salt Bush and prevent it from smothering other plants. This is hard work and the group did
very well. The material was carried out and added to the pile created by our Year 10
community service students on the previous Friday. Thank you, Norma, for your continued
hard work and leadership.

Norma Hay with Lesley Osbourne
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MARCH NIGHT CHAT
Text : Carol Bolton

Photo: Hilary Heptinstall

Out speaker was Dr Scott Thompson, Partner and
Principle Zoologist at Terrestrial Ecosystems, a
locally based environmental consultancy. He is a
local resident and very familiar with Lake Claremont
and its environs. He spoke about “Native Fauna
management - issues, ideas and a suggested way
forward”.
Nick Cook with Scott Thompson

He explained what is involved in fauna management. It includes:•
•
•
•

salvage and relocation programmes where urban development is taking place
kangaroo management in urban areas
feral pest and animal management
surveying and monitoring programmes.

He said that land clearing processes lack consistency. There are no good guidelines or
templates. There is a need for an overarching Fauna Management plan and a regulator
who is separate from the development industry. At present there is no coordination of
programmes between areas and this needs to change.
Scott gave an example of a comprehensive programme at Trinity Alkimos where over a
period of twenty one days various methods were used to trap vertebrates and 960 were
caught and relocated. He went on to describe the difficulties of urban kangaroo
management. This is not working because the current strategy just pushes the animals
into adjacent areas where the problem will be repeated. Again in this situation there
needs to be an overarching preventative approach.
He also described the ways in which feral animals, foxes, cats and, sometimes, birds and
bees are managed. This also requires further planning and legislation. For example there
needs to be further legislation about cat containment and cat free urban areas because of
the damage both domestic and feral cats do to wildlife.
The message from this very interesting talk is that more planning and state wide
legislation is needed to help the good work that is being done in this area and that
professional advice and management is needed to support these efforts.
The audience had a lot of questions to ask at the end of this great presentation. Thank you
for sharing your time with us, Scott.
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OUR BIRDS
Text and Photo : David Free

Galah, Eolophus roseicapilla
On any walk around Lake Claremont one is sure to see Galahs. However, this species
has only inhabited the Swan coastal plain since the 1950s. It is thought that they
moved from more northerly regions as the cultivation of the wheatbelt provided them
with supplies of food and water. At one time they were a declared pest in some rural
shires. They mostly feed on the ground, mainly eating seed and roots. Galahs are
strong fliers and, if necessary, will travel long distances for food.
Galahs are monogamous, forming lifetime bonds. They nest in tree hollows, two to
twenty metres above the ground. Around the lake they use the artificial nesting
boxes, although the introduced Rainbow Lorikeets compete fiercely for these
valuable breeding sites. Usually three to five eggs are laid and the young birds fledge
after seven weeks.
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LAKE CLAREMONT TREE AND SHRUB IDENTIFICATION
COURSE
From : Claire Brittain. Photos : Naga Srinivas
The Friends of Lake Claremont recently ran a tree and shrub identification course which
was well attended over two Saturday mornings.
FOLC member, Mary Yates, has an interesting background. While studying native flora
during her life in South Africa, she and a friend wrote a small book on plants. She told a
wonderful story of planting baboon droppings to see what would grow. This of course
gave an indication of which plants the baboons had been eating by the seeds which
sprouted.
Mary recruited botanist, Vanda Longman, to instruct the members. Vanda has extensive
experience in conducting flora surveys on the Swan Coastal Plain, Wheatbelt and the
Abrolhos Islands. She has also co-ordinated a citizen science flora project for the
Wildflower Society of WA. Her work has led to documentation and conservation of
important unique bushland areas. Vanda, as Department of Biodiversity Conservation
and Attractions Conservation Officer, participated in a major restoration project which
restored large areas of cleared land back to native banksia woodland. This, of course, led
to the return of wildlife once habitat was re-established. Vanda is currently updating the
species list in Robert Powell’s book Growing Locals to encourage people to grow local
flora in their suburban gardens.
Mary Yates put a lot of thought and work into the planning and presentation of the
project. Mary’s drawing skills came to the fore and she prepared sheets showing leaf
shapes, bases, margins and sprigs for us to comprehend different aspects of the plants.

Mary Yates (above)
Vanda addressing the group (left)
Continued on page 7
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10 native trees and shrubs were chosen for each session. The work sheets had the
botanical name, the common name (which Mary hates people using!) and the family
which the tree or shrub is related to. We studied Hakea, Acacia, Melaleuca. Grevillea and
Eucalypts amongst others. Vanda and Mary were very knowledgeable about the
individual trees. We drew leaves, pods and flowers and made notes of the information
supplied. We also learnt about ecological services that these plants provide.
Thank you, Vanda and Mary, for this most interesting course.

Eva Czislowski at work

David Free with Vanda
A worksheet from the course
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FLOWERING IN MARCH
From: Karen Wood
Firewood Banksia Banksia Menziesii
This is a favourite of mine. The flower spikes change from silver grey to rich pink to orange
and pink.
As with all banksias the Firewood attracts many bird species as well as
invertebrates and fungi. The flowering period is long, from autumn to winter and the range
is from the Murchison River to Pinjarra. ( pictured below left)
Saw-Tooth Banksia Banksia prionotes
Saw Tooth Banksia is the fastest growing of the several Banksia species around the Perth
coastal plain. It is a good source of nectar for many of our birds including spinebills and
honey eaters. Though many other large banksias are dying out here the Saw Tooth appears
to be maintaining a stable population. It is readily killed by fire. There are a couple of large
and beautiful examples round Lake Claremont parkland. (pictured below centre)
Illyarie Gum Eucalyptus erythrocorys
These rather straggly trees have such a presence in March that I couldn’t resist
photographing this one in the park. The Illyarie has a limited distribution north of Perth on
limestone ridges and outcrops especially between Shark Bay and Jurien. However, it grows
readily in Perth, perhaps due partly to our warming and dryer climate and also its
availability in nurseries. The rich vibrancy of the red caps, the bright yellow flowers, the
green buds and the elongated grey/green leaves make this species a real treat at this time of
year. It is highly bird attracting. The one outside our back gate sees many battles between
the wattle birds and the ever growing population of lorikeets! (pictured below right)
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PAINTING THE FOLC SHED
From : Hilary Heptinstall

Photos : Naga Srinivas and Hilary Heptinstall

Anyone who has walked round Lake
Claremont recently will have seen a great
change in the FOLC shed area since this
photo was taken in early 2019.
Not only has the bush been restored, but
now renowned mural artist, Brenton See
has been commissioned to paint the shed.
He started on Monday March 22 and is
expected to complete his work in early
April.
Brenton has been fortunate with the cooler
conditions this week and is making good
progress.

9

FOLC News April 2021

MEMORIAL TO ELDERLY RESIDENTS
From : Hilary Heptinstall
It is very exciting to hear that artist Simon Youngleson is working on a new $50,000
sculpture which will be installed at the Tocock Lookout at Lake Claremont. An anonymous
donor has paid for the work which will depict an elderly couple. It is likely to be
completed by June this year.
The sculpture will recognise the important contribution that the elderly have made and
continue to make in our community.
It is very fitting that this work will be placed at the Tocock Lookout as this spot recognises
the work of 101 year old Joan Tocock and her late husband, Ted. They have both made a
tremendous contribution to the work of Friends of Lake Claremont in restoring this area.

ADOPT-A-SPOT NEWS
From : Jenni Banister-Jones
Summer has finally gone! And the weeds are
awakening! At the moment, there is a lot of couch
grass, but don’t worry about pulling it out – the
contractors will be dealing with that! However, there
is an assortment of other weeds that need attention,
particularly the f laxleaf f leabane! It will grow
anywhere and the fluffy seeds get blown everywhere!
So please head down to your spot – and check out the
new mural while you’re there!!
Any queries, please call Lance on 0418 922 885 or
email folc.wa@gmail.com
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APRIL NIGHT CHAT
We are very fortunate to have Professor Hans
Lambers (pictured right) as presenter of our
April Night Chats event. Hans is a senior
Professor of Plant Biology and Ecology at the
University of Western Australia. His academic
career is long and distinguished. He is an
elected member of the Royal Netherlands
Academy of Arts and Sciences and a member of
the Australian Academy of Science.
The title of Hans’s presentation is:Mineral nutrition of native plants on the Swan
Coastal Plain
The soils of south-western Australia are amongst the most heavily leached and nutrientimpoverished in the world. The ancient landscape of south-western Australia is also one
of the world’s hotspots of higher plant species diversity. Therefore, this environment
offers a unique opportunity to study plant adaptations to nutrient-poor conditions.
The Proteaceae family of plants includes many that we will find in our local bush and
gardens such as Banksia, Grevillia and Hakea. Hans will explore how these plants are
uniquely adapted to our nutrient poor soils, what traits these species have that allow them
to exhibit rapid rates of photosynthesis at very low leaf phosphorus concentrations.
Where do they economise, and is that common for co-occurring species? Are these traits
of interest for the development of more phosphorus-efficient crops? Why are many native
species so extremely sensitive to phosphorus fertilisation?
Night Chats will be held on April 27 at the Claremont Lawn Tennis Club. Refreshments
from 5.30pm with Hans speaking at 6pm.

APRIL CALENDAR

Date

Activity

Sunday April 11

Busy Bee 8am start

Monday April 12

FOLC Board meeting

Friday April 23

Yr 10 Community Service

Tuesday April 27

Night Chat

Friday April 30

Yr10 Community Service
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_____________________________________________________________________________
Had a great moment at Lake Claremont?
Why not like us on facebook and post your picture and story?
Friends of Lake Claremont facebook page
https:/ /www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Lake-Claremont/159586380873009?
ref=hl

The Friends of Lake Claremont Ltd. (FOLC) is a community organisation established
and run by local residents all of whom are volunteers.
Website

www.friendsoflakeclaremont.org

CONTACT
E-mail: folc.wa@gmail.com

POSTAL ADDRESS
Friends of Lake Claremont Ltd.
P.O. Box 837
Claremont WA, 6910
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