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Pink-eared ducks at Lake Claremont
Photo: Chris Whitaker
————————————————————————————————————————————
_________

Our 2019 planting season has now come to an end. 5,944 native tube stock have been planted
by our wonderful volunteers. A huge thank you to everyone who participated and also to Planet
Ark for their grant and support.
Special thanks to our Planting Supervisor Heidi Hardisty for all her hard work and dedication.
David Free, who has served on the Lake Claremont Advisory Committee since 2005 has
announced his retirement from the committee. We thank David for all his efforts and look
forward to seeing more of his bird photos and articles. (See page 5)
Thank you also to Simon McGrath for sponsoring our application for a RealEstate.com grant to
assist with our war on weeds.(see page 4)
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THE END OF THE PLANTING SEASON 2019
From : Nick Cook

BANKWEST VOLUNTEERS SESSION JULY 31
We had a sensational morning with volunteers from Bankwest. We began the day with a stirring
‘Welcome to Country’ given by one of the wetlands traditional owners, Iva Hayward Jackson.
Then we set to work. A group of 5 were led by Heidi and headed for the remnant bush to do
some weeding.
The rest of the group were led by Nick and Zac and undertook bush fire fuel load reduction
work. Upon invitation Iva was happy to join us "behind the fences" and on the tools.

Iva Hayward Jackson

Bankwest volunteers

Iva with volunteers
They were a great group of volunteers! What was achieved in a few hours was very impressive.
It was an added privilege to work alongside one of our traditional owners in the revegetated
areas
Thank you Iva, Bankwest and Perth NRM
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The Geotechnical Operations team
from Woodside Energy enjoyed the sun
while volunteering at Lake Claremont.
The team spent the morning weeding and
clearing the under-storey of the bush land
and, under the guidance of Friends of
L a k e C l a re m o n t , w o rk e d o n t h e
conservation and enhancement of the
area.
Thank you Woodside! If you are a not-forprofit organisation that could benefit from
a corporate team of volunteers to assist you in a project, get in touch with
corporate@volunteeringwa.org.au

We finished off the season with 3 sessions. On Thursday August 8 Heidi led a group of Yr 2
students from Scotch and PLC. There was excitement when a baby Jans banded snake,
about 2 inches in length was spotted at this session. This species is deemed harmless.

Year 2 Scotch College volunteers

Jan’s banded snake
Photo : Zac Hardisty
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On Friday August 10, our Year 10 Community Service Program students from Scotch
College and Christ Church Grammar School planted approximately 400 plants and, on
Sunday August 12 we planted the final 400 plants at our monthly Busy Bee.
Special thanks to our Planting Supervisor Heidi Hardisty for all her hard work and
dedication in leading our planting sessions.

Bruce Haynes with community service volunteers
Planting supervisor, Heidi Hardisty
_______________________________________________________

OUR WAR ON WEEDS CONTINUES
Now that our planting season is complete our main focus will be on weed removal. On
Friday August 2 we hosted a group from Conservation Volunteers Australia. This event was
funded by a RealEstate.com grant won by FOLC late last year. The grant application was
sponsored by Simon McGrath Real Estate.
The volunteers were led by Lance BannisterJones and they targeted the remnant bush. They
did a great job. Thanks to all involved. This work
assists FOLC in our efforts to reduce reliance on
chemical weed control at Lake Claremont.
Contact us if you are keen to join our War on
Weeds. There are several ways in which you can
assist.
A ‘War on Weeds’ volunteer
Photo: Lance Banister-Jones
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AUGUST BIRD SURVEY
Text and Photos : David Free
On 8th August my wife, Pam, and I conducted a survey of the birds at Lake Claremont. The
morning was cool, partly cloudy and still. There was water covering most of the surface area
of the lake. We recorded 550 individuals of 39 species, above the average for our winter
surveys. Breeding activity was noted for Black Swan, Pink-eared Duck, Purple Swamphen and
Coot. Noticeable was the large number of swans present, with at least six nest mounds being
incubated."
I was pleased to see the first of this season’s Pacific Black Ducklings and a Black Swan on its
nest.

________________________________________________________________
LAKE CLAREMONT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
From : David Free
I joined the Lake Claremont Advisory Committee in 2005, having previously been a
community representative on the Heritage Advisory Committee and Business Liaison
Committees. Since 2001 I had been conducting the quarterly bird census at the lake, and
I guess that influenced my selection as a member.
I consider that the committee's most important achievements during my term were:
1. The oversight of the huge planting programme, rehabilitating the long nine golf
course.
2. Development of the Management Plan, setting out future strategy of the area.
Under the capable chairmanship of Bruce Haynes, meetings, though rarely short, always
eventually managed to reach an agreed position on sometimes disputed issues. Bruce
strongly presented recommendations of the advisory committee to council, and for the
most part, persuaded them of the merits of our recommendations.
It has been my privilege to have contributed to the workings of the committee over so
many years.
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YEAR 10 COMMUNITY SERVICE AUGUST 16
From : Nick Cook
We had a special guest today for our Year 10
C o m m u n i t y S e r v i c e P ro g r a m b oys f ro m
Christchurch and Scotch college!
Kit Prendergast (pictured), a conservation
biologist, zoologist and native bee scientist
joined us to run a bee hotel workshop.
Kit shared her knowledge of native bee species
and why they are so important as pollinators. She
also shared her passion for the need to recognize
and conserve our native bees.
A number of Town of Claremont’s parks
staff and a group of year 8 Scotch
students also joined the Year 10 students
in the audience.
The students then began building their
own native bee hotels. These will be
placed around Lake Claremont in time
for Kit’s native bee survey later this
year.
Thank you Kit. The boys very obviously
enjoyed their afternoon with you.

Making bee hotels
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LIFE AT THE LAKE IN AUGUST
It feels as though Spring is here! It is a beautiful time of
year to visit the wetland and it is good to see so many
people walking, cycling and jogging round the lake.
Many birds are beginning to nest and there are plenty of
native flowers to enjoy.
However, it is also a time when we receive some
unwanted visitors. FOLC and TOC staff believe we have
a fox on site at the moment. If you are out early you may
even see one lurking around. Please report sightings to
FOLC or Town of Claremont. (9285 4300)
Photo: M Butcher
It is turtle hatchling season. One of our Adopt A Spot
weeders, Lyssandra, came across this hatchling at the
edge of the main path while doing a spot of hand
weeding. She gave it a helping hand by releasing it at the
water’s edge among some protective cover. Many
thanks, Lyssandra!
Let us know of any sightings, and if you find a turtle in
trouble please get in touch with FOLC or TORRN.
Turtle Hatchling Photo: L. Lumley
It is very good to see natural regeneration in our remnant bush!
This Marri seedling was found popping up under a dead Marri
tree close to two Jarrah trees.
Marri seedling

FOLC member, Nicky
Armstrong, took this
lovely photo of two
pink and grey galahs
making use of one of
o u r n e s t i n g b oxe s .
They were obviously
not impressed by the
log entrance as they
had constructed their
own at the side!
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FUEL LOAD REDUCTION
From : Nick Cook
We held a mini busy bee on August 18. Working in the wetland buffer, we did some bushfire
fuel load reduction works in a small area that was posing a risk.
A team of 3 volunteers spent 2.5 hours on the job. Many thanks are due to Aernout Boere and
Tony Barr for their assistance. Thanks to the many passers-by for their encouragement and
thanks. It was a very successful morning’s work.

Aernout Boere and Tony Barr Working on fuel reduction

IN BLOOM IN AUGUST
From : Angela Hine
Hardenbergia comptoniana or Native wisteria is a very
common plant found growing along the fence lines and within
the bushland areas at Lake Claremont. It is a climber which
uses other plants/ fences/ fallen logs for support.

It is a member of the native pea family, Fabaceae and has
specialised root adaptations, which enables it to take
atmospheric nitrogen and ‘fix’ (convert) it into the soil and
into a form the plants can use. Having a constant source of
nitrogen, which is essential or the growth of plants, enables
the plants within this family to grow vigorously.
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UPCOMING VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNIUTIES
From : Nick Cook
With another successful planting season behind us we have turned our
focus to Spring-time activities. Our volunteers make a significant
contribution to the health and wellbeing of the wetland and surrounds.
This not only benefits our Flora and Fauna but the entire community. Think
Global, ACT local!
Weeds are a big focus of our efforts at this time of year. Our 2019 planting site at the FOLC
shed is our newest Adopt A Spot site. It is critically important to manage weed loads in the
newly planted areas. The Adopt A Spot program has been very successful along the Eastern
Buffer. Please contact Lance or Jenni Bannister-Jones (lbj@iinet.net.au) if you can assist our
efforts.
We are also looking for a volunteer who has good accounting or book-keeping skills and is
willing to assist our Treasurer. We hope to find someone who will become familiar with the
role and may be able to assist at times when our Treasurer may be away.
Celebrate Lake Claremont Day will be held on Sunday 22nd of September. FOLC will be
running a sausage sizzle and will also be giving away native plants (tube stock). We will need
volunteers to set up/down, man the BBQ and assist at our marquee. Please email us if you can
assist. (folc.wa@gmail.com)
It is Royal Show time again. This is our only fundraising event for the year. FOLC have been
given our usual carpark for the first four days of the Show. We will be needing volunteers to
assist with managing the carpark. We will be contacting members by email shortly to put a
roster together. Please consider.
We have a host of other ways you can get involved. If you have a little spare time and want to
be more involved at Lake Claremont, please get in touch with us.

FOLC MEMBERSHIP
FOLC membership is now just 1 click away!!!
https://friendsoflakeclaremont.org/?page_id=4565
Our webmaster, Annabelle Walsh, has dragged FOLC into the 21st century. You
can now join and pay online via our website.
Please consider joining FOLC. Please like and share with your friends!
The more members we have the greater our voice to protect and conserve this
beautiful Conservation Category Wetland.
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AUGUST NIGHT CHAT
From : Hilary Heptinstal

Karen Pye
Our speaker this month was Karen Pye, Chairperson of the Turtle Oblonga Rescue and
Rehabilitation Network (TORNN) in WA.
TORRN was formed in the hot dry summer of 2010-2011when there was a mass exodus
from small suburban lakes of long-necked turtles, Chelondina colliei. (This name has
now replaced the name Chelondina oblongata).
This species is limited to a very small area in the south west of WA although there is also
an eastern states variety of long-necked turtle.
More than 100 turtles were saved and a network was formed of volunteers with a range
of wildlife experience to address lack of knowledge about turtles and to consolidate
rescue and rehabilitation efforts. TORRN are always looking for more people to join the
organisation.
The Networks services include rescue and rehabilitation of long-necked oblong turtles,
workshops and training for wildlife carers and advisory and education services for the
community and government.
Our long-necked turtles are reptiles. They are carnivores with healthy appetites (a full
grown turtle has been know to swallow a whole duckling!) They eat, swallow and
defecate in water. They are air breathing and have a 3 chambered heart. The lungs
occupy 50% of the body cavity when fully inflated.
Turtle populations are threatened because of predators ; birds, dogs, cats and foxes,
noxious weeds, man-made infrastructure, road trauma, wetland degradation and habitat
loss.
Since its inception TORRN has been involved in the rescue of over 1000 turtles while at
least 200 hatchlings have been rescued from disturbed nests.
TORNN have emergency phone numbers which can be used to dispatch a ‘Turtle Taxi”
with trained drivers, one of whom is our coordinator, Nick Cook!
If a turtle is found near Lake Claremont and appears uninjured it can be returned to the
lake. If a turtle is found crossing the road it should be carried in the direction in which it
was heading (or it will recross the road once you have gone!)
More information and emergency phone numbers can be found on the TORRN website
www.turtleoblongatanetwork.org.au
Karen was a passionate, humorous and very informative speaker and her talk was
punctuated with questions from the very appreciative audience. Thank you very much
for spending your time with us, Karen!
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SEPTEMBER NIGHT CHAT
MILLENIUM KIDS
Kids Matter: Why Engaging Young People and Hearing Their
Ideas for Environmental Care is Important.
Date: September 24.

Time: 6:00- 7:30pm

The venue is Claremont Tennis Club. Refreshments will be served
from 5:30pm for a 6:00pm start and drinks may be purchased from
the bar. Talk and formal questions finish at 7pm, but all are welcome
to stay until 7:30pm.
Our speaker will be Catrina Luz Aniere (pictured). She leads an organization, that has
grown from a youth led annual conference, to a dynamic organisation for young people
who utilize a youth engagement process to identify community issues and create
positive change. Her work is to bring to life the passion for the environment shown by
young people in an adult dominated world - a dynamic process that allows young
people to learn new skills and tackle the big issues.
Millennium Kids Inc. is a not-for-profit, environmental youth organisation. It empowers
young people with a ‘skills for life’ approach so they can become leaders and changeagents in their communities in the future. Millennium Kids’ previous projects have
included site visits focussed on wetland and river care, waste management and how to
care for our precious bushland.

Calendar September 2019
Day
Friday September
6
September 2 - 8

Event
Year 10 Community Service
Programme
(Planting Dog Exercise area)

Time
1:30 - 3:00 pm

National Landcare Week

Sunday September
8

Busy Bee (Planting Dog Exercise
area)

9:00 am – 11.00 am

Monday September
9

FOLC Board meeting

5.30 - 7.00pm

Friday September
13

Year 10 Community Service Program

1:30 - 3:00 pm

Friday September
20

Year 10 Community Service Program

1:30 - 3:00 pm

Sunday September
22

Celebrate Lake Claremont

10am- 1:00 pm

Night Chats at Lake Claremont
Claremont Tennis Club

6:00 -7:00 pm
Doors open at 5:30 pm

Tuesday
September 24
Saturday
September 28 –
Tuesday October 1

Royal Show Parking

Check out the yearly calendar on the FOLC Website to find dates of future events.
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Like us on facebook!
Had a great moment at Lake Claremont?
Why not like us on facebook and post your picture and story?
Friends of Lake Claremont facebook page
https:/ /www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Lake-Claremont/159586380873009?ref=hl
The Friends of Lake Claremont Ltd. (FOLC) is a community organization established and run by local residents all of whom
are volunteers.

www.friendsoflakeclaremont.org
Newsletter articles and photos from members are most welcome and should be sent to the editor, Hilary Heptinsttall
heptins@bigpond.net.au 0411 052 329

CONTACT
E-mail: folc.wa@gmail.com

POSTAL ADDRESS
Friends of Lake Claremont Ltd.
P.O. Box 837
Claremont WA, 6910
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