Dear friends,
It's freezing and sunny and dry. It's hard to believe we're

heading into our first spring, Djilba, but the evidence is there
in the yellow blooms of acacias. We know also to expect littl\
rain for the next nine months with the confirmed ELl NIhO\\
weather system this coming summer. Enjoy the cooler nlg
while they last, and don't forget to mulch!
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OUR BIR

By David Free

In recent days the Fan-tailed Cuckoo has
often been heard calling in the Ballaruk bush.
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Its voice is an e e

unmistakable, loud,
descending trill. However,
this bird is noted for its
ventriloquial ability and it
is more often heard than
seen.

In WA this species spends A
summer in the lower south e .
west, visiting us only in the j-‘.\-\:?é“é;’ff
cooler months. oty

Fantails parasitise iy
smaller birds, preferably Gl |
species which build domed )@gﬁﬁ

nests, such as thornbills. .5+

They feed mainly on T \\
insects and their lorvoe..&(,;?_.j;;—v With thon KRR EiR o L tte \\
& for this photograph.




IMPROVING CA
OWNERSHIP IN

|/
By Bruce Webber. ¥
The WA Government is currently reviewing the Cat Act:2011,
which provides for the control and management of cats
and promotes the responsible ownership of cats.

Feedback for the review is being sought We have produced guidelines for the
from the wider community up until 31  submission available for download as a
August 2026. This is your opportunity to  PDF from this page:
_help shape the future of cat welfare and  https://wafcwg.org.au/media_post/west
'responsible pet ownership across ern-australias-cat-act-2011-review-feedb
Western Australia and set the stondard ack-quidance/ ""\
for other states to chases Our positions are evi e-based and
' The WA Feral Cat Working Group willbe  draw on orw the bestmst scientific
making a submission®to this call for studies. Please use or odopt our
~feedback. We enco’fjroge everyone with = content to  prepare _your: "b\i\iﬁvr
an interest in responsible cat ow.r’i%rshlp.« submission. M
bmit a response. You do no

can complete the survey here
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ease let your “friends and colleogues know or share one of our social media posts

~on the opportunity:
FACEBOOK -
LINKEDIN_

https: //wwwfocebook com/shore/o/1AvBSF7|6v/ ‘ ?
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https://wafcwg.org.au/media_post/western-australias-cat-act-2011-review-feedback-guidance/
https://wafcwg.org.au/media_post/western-australias-cat-act-2011-review-feedback-guidance/
https://wafcwg.org.au/media_post/western-australias-cat-act-2011-review-feedback-guidance/
https://www.dlgsc.wa.gov.au/local-government/community/cats-and-dogs/review-of-the-cat-act
https://www.dlgsc.wa.gov.au/local-government/community/cats-and-dogs/review-of-the-cat-act
https://www.dlgsc.wa.gov.au/local-government/community/cats-and-dogs/review-of-the-cat-act
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AvB5F7j6v/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/wafcwg_western-australias-cat-act-2011-review-activity-7488509738419154944-hc2A
https://x.com/WAFCWG/status/2082752353367957741?s=20
https://bsky.app/profile/wafcwg.bsky.social/post/3mru2x6hyi22s
http://www.wafcwg.org.au/

el ARTIStrONg-

gVisitors to the eastern side of Lake Claremont are readily drown to a statue
gdepicting two older people sitting tenderly together. The couple, captured in bronzel
oy local sculptor Simon Youngelson, represents Joan and Ted Tocock, who were
lomong the first volunteers to work on restoring the wetlond area and to join thef§
Friends of Lake Claremont (FOLC).

Joan is fondly remembered by her friend and FOLC founder, Soozie Ross. ‘Joan was
such an inspiration, still weeding in her nineties and helping at events well after her
hundredth birthday, recalls Soozie. ‘She was dedicated to making the lake a place
for all to enjoy forever!

Joan was made a life member of FOLC and a Freeman of the Town of Claremont.

She died in 2025, aged 105, and flags in Claremont flew at half-mast on the day of her
funeral.

The sculpture, entitled ‘Together’, is one of several public art works that can be seen
as part of the free guided walks offered by FOLC in August. Shorter walks of about
45 minutes along the eastern side of the lake will take place on Thursday 6 August
and Monday 24 August. A longer walk around the whole lake, lasting about 90
minutes, will be held on Saturday 15 August. All walks commence at 10 am. There is
no need to book - just meet the FOLC guide at the Tree of Wonder sculpture, on the
northern side of Tee Box Cafe, Lapsley Road, Claremont.

For enquiries about FOLC or the free walks, please email folc.wa@gmail.com.




This month FOLC welcomes climate]
change, water and energy expert Cilla de
‘Locy to Night Chats ot Lake Claremont.

Cilla led the nation’s urban watern
industry in responding to the Millenium
drought which saw our major cities
‘olmost run out of drinking water.
lIn 2004 ecologist Tim Flannery predlcted'
Perth could become the first ‘ghost
metropolis’ due to climate change
significantly reducing rainfall and dam
supplies. What transpired was a massive
collaborative effort between Wate
Corporation, CSIRO, Departments of
JHealth, Water aond Environmenta
Protection, and the Perth community to
become world leaders in climate resilient
water planning and greenhouse gas emission reductions,
Then when the Millennium drought hit much of southern andf ¢
leastern Australia’s major cities, proposals for desalinationf§#" |
lants were met with public outrage and cries of ‘energy in a
olass.” These were overcome by promises to power plantsjwithfl " /|
renewable energy. In WA our largest ever wind farm at Emuﬂ i M 1
Downs was built to power our first major desalination plantin /4 Y
Kwinana in 2006. Fast forward to today and the race to net

labout our energy and water future,
During her time as Mayor of Nedlands, she led a communit
campaign to install underground power in Nedlands tof,
rotect street trees and the electricity network from the
impacts of climate change and drove policy changes tojy,
improve the fairness and equity of underground power. In
her recent work in state energy policy, she sees parallelsH £
between the current energy transition and the work she did
in urban water in response to the Millennium drought,




the 2025 plantings in the eastern buffer. We've had a bit of a dry spell
towards the end of the Mokuru season - and it's not lookmg ver _

45 We will be weeding ogoln at the Busy Bee on undoy August ? (8 am at
the shed) with the weeds unfortunately enjoying the rain and periods of
sunshine. All are welcome As usuol the Busy Bee will befollowed by a
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? vOWe are also interested in volunteers to Jom the Turtle Trocklhg progrom s
" and to assist with the camera wildlife spotting around the lake. The aim ofgg$*

the turtle tracking program is to protect the nests from predators such asg
““«foxes Any assistance would be appreciated. | went to an information
qsessmn for Turtle Tracking Leaders in July. The current advice is not tof&

interfere with turtles unless they are in imminent danger. Please contoacty
“FOLC is you see any turtle activity outside the lake. The ¥ = . AW
chestlng season should be stortlng soon, ond as the lake was full over
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%You may also have noticed thot PHSB (polyphogous shot hole borer
sScontractors have been conducting surveillance, treatment, and trap=
vinstallation. Hopefully the treotments the Town is carrying out have h
K reduced the numbers of the pest & /¢ l "; ik W

raaan 23 Te AT
\ & Please contact me via email (folc. wo@gmo|l com) if |nterested in thelroles
*sor activities. The Lake Claremont Advisory Committee is meeting in August s
AIf you have any issues you would like to raise with LCAC or the Boord of
FOLC leose contoct me via em0|l at the address obove ¢ ?o
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folc.wo@g'moilfcorﬁ:f.
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