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Dear Friends,

The soil is damp, the grass is green, and I'm noticing lots of
slugs, snails, aphids and WEEDS! The plants are thriving - and
so are the birds as you will hear from David Free and Peter
Creighton in this issue. Enjoy watching the green things grow
aond get eaten, until next month...
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D SURVEY

On May.lst m@rning my daughter Sacha and | y OVId Free
conducte survey of the birds at Lake Claremont. ‘

The day was cool and overcast with a light breeze.
Followin'é god“d\winter rains, the lake did not dry
this summer and there was water over the entire
surface. The gauge showed about 0.4 m AHD.

o/9

individuals

We observed 579 individuals of 41 species.
These results are substantially higher than our
‘average autumn census. .

Notable sightings included Crested Plgeons and Glossy |b|$&tﬁ speaes —
having been seen in one survex&efog in the las [o'st twenty four years.

The Crested P@@n.wgs more a bird of northern and inland areas - -
- Serventy reports thot it was ﬁﬂ&niu["fhe 1950s that it was seen visiting thee
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GUIDED WALKS

The area is showing the benefits of
2025's relatively wet winter, when the
rainfall expanded aond restored the |

shallow lake margins and replenished,

the deeper open water areas.
Top-up rains in
March and April have
refreshed the native
plants growing
around the lake, f
“imcluding many
recent plantings by
the Friends of Lake

Claremont (FOLC).
In addition, the

availability of water in the loke
throughout the summer has
contributed to an increased presence
of some familiar bird species, and the
¥ arrival of some less common visitors.
David Free, who has conducted bird
surveys at the lake for FOLC for 25
years, reported substantially higher
numbers of birds than usual in his
autumn census. ‘The autumn average
for Black Swans at the loke is four, but
in May we counted 88, said David. He
also noted sightings of Crestec
Pigeons and Glossy |bis; species that

have been seen only'ence before in his

surveys. Theirpresence at the lake is

-

‘June will be a
-wonderful time "
to visi
Lake Clorémont
this year™

r evidence of the positive impact
bitat restoration efforts.

By Peter Creighton

To enjoy a reloxed stroll in the
cooler weather and to learn more
about the loke and its surrounds,
you can join one of three walks
offered in June by FOLC.

Shorter walks of

about 45 minutes will
take place on
Thursday 4th and
t Monday 22nd June.
A longer walk around
the whole lake, lasting
about 75 minutes, will
be held on Saturday
13th June.

All walks are free of charge and
commence at 10am.

There is no need to book - just
dress suitably for the weather
and meet the FOLC guide at
the Tree of Wonder sculpture,
on the northern side of Tee Box
Cafe, Lapsley Road, Claremont.

For more details, email FOLC at
folc.wa@gmail.com.
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' TIGERS, CARPETS AND OTHER
£77 AMAZING SNAKE TALESZZL
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Our Moy nght Chots guest was David Pearson, Principal Reseorch SC|ent|st of the,
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attroctlons (DBCA) who shared some,,
unusual facts about Tiger Snakes and Carpet Pythons.;« &' | [« *'n S ’Aﬁ‘i’)ﬂ_ﬂ
To aid in tracking down prey, snakes rely on the Jacobson's orgon in thelr heods to'detect,
= odours. They have big hearts to pump their blood through their long bodies. Male snokesi
:1 have paired reproductive organs called hemipenes that are located within their tails. ¥,
.~ David pointed out that a snoke con be sexed bX ushing on the tail to reveal the 1
b ‘hemipenes. But best to leave this test to the experts! f\g A B R o P The o v Y
»* Carpet pythons were once widespread on the Swan Coastal Plain, but not many remainj
‘ ~here now. They are quite susceptible to dogs, cats and getting run over by cars. Carpeth
‘\;pythons are gape restricted, which means they can only swallow prey (mainly smal
‘¢mammals, birds and reptiles) as big as their jows allow. The snake strikes its prey with its::
~*mouth then quickly coils around the body, using its tongue to find the head. The carpets
= ‘;exhibit extreme sexual size dimorphism - the females can grow up to 10 times lorger than
< the males. On Garden Island there are many carpet pythons up to one meter in length,,
»,Once they reach 1-meter in length they can eat Tommar Wallabies and then quickly reach’#
“a length of 2.5 meters. Females lay clutches of eggs up to 25% of their weight, and coils

3 ;,oround the eggs to incubate them for 4-5 months. When the €99s | hatch, she will have los
#50% of her weight KSR T8 S el A et o T A s

~.u{4.--

"}Tlger snakes are common in Perth and hlghly venomous. Lucklly, they are generally noty
iaggressive, despite their reputation. Females give birth to live young which makes it muchjz
®+ easier for her to incubate the eggs, as she is able to slither into the warmth. For thisjd
,reoson as you move south in WA into the colder climate, there are more species o snokes i
4that give birth to live young. "4 N AR Il LT A AR AR R
~.The male snakes in WA are unlque in thot they don't f'ght femoles
»*\ .during the mating season. Instead, they have evolved to politelyjs

'wait their turn for a female. There are probably 300-400 Tiger Snokes

thot live on Carnac Island, sun-basking happily on top of the shrubsj#
gin a predator free environment. There are numerous blind snakesigs '
on the island who eosdy survive because of the abundance of Silverjs

Gulls. The snake’s injuries result from the parents of the chicksjie o
defending their young. David Attenborough visited the island andjg
featured the snakes in his series - Life in Cold Blood. The eX|stence ofi@
Tiger Snakes on Carnac Island has always been a mystery. The mos

~likely reason is that ‘Rocky’ Vane, a snake handler with a checkerediis
®gpast, released 40 of his snakes on the island when the WA governmen i
vdoanned snake showings in 1929 following the deoth of his W|fe from off

snake bite on her thumb B #7% Bk £

',,We thank Dowd for his most foscmotlng and entertomlng talk.5
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NIGHT CI—IATS

Manager for
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Marnie Giroud with a honey possum
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{creating more habitat for ourf _»L'\' .
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(7So much for my predlctlon of a good year for rainfall, only S mm since
last month although there are a couple of good rain days forecast as |
write this, with one event mid week and another for the long weekend.
| . KRR 4 ]
QThere were a number of successful events in May: the Town o
~Claremont’'s ‘An Afternoon at Lake Claremont’ (Saturday 9 May) and the

we displayed our activities and distributed two trays of flowering shrubs
(courtesy of the Town of Cloremo%)nd ackets of seeds of everl%stlngs
courtesy of Fran

T ‘ LYY o
‘2 The Laoke Claremont Advisory Commlttee met during the month with t‘
the key items being installation of safety rails on the jetty and exponsnon
of the dog off-lead area to the east of the lake. No decision has been

o LY

“’May’s Busy Bee was attended by around 30 people and removed the
cardboard protectors from around lost year’'s plantings on the eastern
buffer and removal of some of the weeds, including marshmallowlaround
the plants. The next Busy Bee will be on June 14 when we will be planting
along part of the closed limestone path to the north of the lake. Please

come olonﬁ and meet other members of the Friends.
(.

ve'The board has decided to relinquish our PO Box in Claremont as it
was getting only commercial mail (bank statements). One of our
- members has agreed to allow post to their address Our new address |s

FOLC c/- 79 Strickland St, Mount Claremont WA 6010. m
¥ B K.‘.ﬂd A

QWe are olso ofter volunteer(s) who can act as a membership officer,
greeting new members and volunteer(s) to assist organising Night Chats.
We are also interested in volunteers to join the Turtle Tracking progrom
and to assist with the camera wildlife spotting around the lake. There
have been reports from around the metropolitan area of turtles nesting
(or migrating) over the summer and autumn so please take care when
driving in the vicinity of all lokes and wetlands. Please contact me via
- email (folecwa@gmail.com) if interested in the roles or activities. '
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natural resource
management program

Iy 2/, >
WEBSITE | 4 &0
www.friendsoflakecl

'FAGEBOOK

www.facebook.co

ADDRESS ‘ ff“" :
FOLC c/-0 -
79 Strickland Street

r’Mt Claremont, WA, 6910
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