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A Purple Swamphen at Lake Claremont     Photo : Nicky Armstrong

From the editor 

September has been another busy month for the Friends of Lake Claremont. As well as 
holding regular weeding sessions, we participated in the very enjoyable  ‘Celebrate 
Lake Claremont’ Day. (see page 3) 

Our AGM will be held at the FOLC Shed at 4.30pm on Sunday, October 17. 
Refreshments will be served from 4.00pm and dinner will be available after the 
meeting. As well as discussing the future direction of the group, it is a great chance to 
socialise and to get to know one another. We hope to see many of you there for what 
will be an interesting and enjoyable evening. Please respond to folc.wa.gmail.com by  
Tuesday October 12. 

Long time Claremont Councillor and FOLC member, Bruce Haynes, will be retiring 
from Claremont Council, but we look forward to his continued involvement with FOLC.  
(see page 7) 

We are very pleased to welcome our new Adopt-a-spot coordinators Graeme and 
Grace Paton. We thank retiring coordinators, Jenni and Lance Banister-Jones for all their 
hard work over the years. (see page 8)
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SEPTEMBER BUSY BEE 
From : Nick Cook and Hilary Heptinstall

We had a terrific busy bee on Sunday September 12 and filled 75 bags with weeds! 
The weather was perfect. We had a group of around 16 volunteers, including a few first 
timers. 
Thanks to Averil Balfe and Nicky Armstrong for putting on a great morning tea. 

Many FOLC members also weed at other 
times. Francois and Miranda Fontaine 
(pictured right)  used a walk round the lake 
to remove some thistles. They  would 
normally spend six months of the year in 
France but, as this is not possible, they are 
enjoying spending time at Lake Claremont. 

             Some collected weeds                  A beautiful morning at the lake

The Town of Claremont employs 
contractors to remove the collected  
weeds. 
This truck (left) was seen collecting 
weeds at the end of Strickland St.
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CELEBRATE LAKE CLAREMONT DAY 
From : Hilary Heptinstall

Sunday, September 19, was a beautiful day to 
Celebrate Lake Claremont and the Town of 
Claremont presented many activities of interest to 
both children and adults. FOLC were pleased to 
participate in the festivities with a stall advertising 
their activities, and giving away native tube stock.  
Nick Cook spoke about the work of FOLC. It was a 
very successful and enjoyable day. Thank you to 
the FOLC members who participated.  
Congratulations to the Town of Claremont for 
organising  such a wonderful event.

Above and right : FOLC volunteers manning our 
display and native plant give-away 
Below:  Nick Cook (Photo : Rose Senior) 
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OUR BIRDS 
Text and photos : David Free 

This is an edited version of David’s article from the October 2014 FOLC newsletter.

 Pacific Black Duck  Anas supercilios 

This has been our most common duck 
species, and in the past has been seen in 
large numbers when there is water in the 
lake. 

Members of the species have bred around 
the lake and adult females have been seen 
escorting newly hatched young from 
distant sites. Some even used to make the 
hazardous journey from south of the Stirling 
Highway. The normal clutch size is 10-12 
young but very high predation rates 
resulted in few of the vulnerable ducklings 
surviving to adult hood. 

However, Black Ducks suffered badly during the avian botulism outbreak in 2018 and are 
now not often seen at Lake Claremont. We are hoping for a recovery in their numbers in 
future years.
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FLOWERING IN SEPTEMBER 
Text and photos : Karen Wood  

Hakea lissocarpha  (below left) 
Honey  bush, or Duck and Drake bush, is found from Geraldton to beyond Esperance.  This 
pungent shrub is finishing its flowering now, but from late June until mid September its 
honey scent has been permeating the bush land.  The best example was in the little corner 
of FOLC  replanting, near the edge of the golf course putting area. 
The pink and white flowers, reddish stems and twigs and its heavy, honey perfume make it 
a special favourite.   Many birds and insects utilise this hakea and the Noongar people 
appreciated the sweet nectar which could be sucked straight from the flower or made into a 
tea. 
Hakeas were named after Baron Christian Ludwig von Hake, an 18th century patron of 
botany.  The Noongar people called it Berrung, the generic name given to low growing 
flowering shrubs. 

Grevillia crithmifolia (below centre) 
Its Noongar name is Berrung (a generic name for a low flowering shrub), it is also called 
Green carpet because of its spreading habit. 

Caladenia latifolia  Pink fairy orchid (below right)   
Its Noongar name is  Kar or Kararr  
This plant is common and widespread in the southern half of Australia including Tasmania. 
Like most of our natives it likes sandy but well drained soils and dislikes humidity or 
disturbance, so our clusters of this attractive harbinger of spring are only found in our 
remnant bush at the moment.  The pink fairy has a single leaf rising from the ground, but 
not all leaves will produce a flower. 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LAKE CLAREMONT IN SEPTEMBER 
From : Hilary Heptinstall

September is a beautiful month at the lake and this year has been especially good due to the 
high water levels. It is great to see such a variety of wild flowers, that have been planted by 
FOLC in previous years, in full bloom. We have also enjoyed seeing many different birds. 

Town of Claremont Staff planted some new 
mature plants in the area near Lapsley Road 
ready for Celebrate Lake Claremont Day. 

The new art work at the site of the Tockock 
benches is expected to be installed in mid 
to late October. The benches will then be 
reinstalled so we will be able to enjoy both 
the art work and the beautiful view of Lake 
Claremont. 
The installation site (left)

Town of Claremont staff, Rod Mullen and Chloe 
Davidson in action

Variegated fairy wren       Photo : Ian Stewart.                   Melaleuca  rhaphiophylla   (Swamp    
              paperbark) Photo : Nicky Armstrong 
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COUNCILLOR BRUCE HAYNES 
From : Nick Cook

Bruce Haynes with young Shah Satnam volunteers at a recent 
FOLC Busy Bee

Cr Bruce Haynes has announced that he will retire from Claremont Council in October 
this year. A life member of FOLC Bruce has been a tireless champion of Lake 
Claremont on Council as well as being a dedicated volunteer on the ground, 
participating in Busy Bees, planting sessions and the Year 10 Community Service 
program. 

Bruce was first elected to Council in 1987, serving till 1995 then again from 2009-2021. 
Bruce has Chaired the Lake Claremont Advisory Committee (LCAC) since its 
inception. This committee has provided outstanding guidance throughout the 
revegetation process and provides a valuable interface between FOLC, the 
community and Council. The LCAC has been a key component of the successful 
relationship between FOLC and the Town. 
Always a man of good humour, Bruce has also been a great mentor who is always 
prepared to give advice, and has been of great assistance to me in navigating Local 
Government.  

We collectively thank you, Bruce, for your enormous contribution to both Lake 
Claremont and the Town of Claremont and wish you all the best in your retirement 
from Council. 
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ADOPT-A-SPOT PROGRAMME 
From : Jenni Banister-Jones 

The Adopt-a-spot program has some exciting 
news!  
Long standing Adopt-a-spotters, Graeme and 
Grace Paton (pictured right) are taking over as co-
ordinators of the Adopt-a-spot program.  They 
have  been actively involved for years and keen to 
take on the new challenge.   
In July most Adopt-a-spotters moved to the 2020 
planting areas along Alfred Road, and they’re 
looking great.  The native plants are doing really 
well thanks to such good winter rains, and it looks 
as though everyone has been very diligent in 
removing the intruders!  Thank you! 
If any current Adopt-a-spotters would like to 
relocate, and if anyone would like to join the 
Adopt-a-spot program, there are still a few spots 
left in the 2020 planting sites.  
Please contact Graeme on 0437 923 260 or email 
folc.wa@gmail.com 

_______________________________________________________

We would be interested to know if anyone can identify these tracks which were recently 
spotted at Lake Claremont.
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SEPTEMBER NIGHT CHAT 
From : Hilary Heptinstall 

Our speaker tonight was Geoff Barrett, PhD, 
Regional Ecologist, Swan Region, Department 
of Parks and Wildlife. (Pictured right with Nick 
Cook). 
Geoff has worked in many parts of Australia, 
studying birds, and now plays a role in 
recovery teams for threatened species  and is 
involved in strategic planning for the Perth/ 
Peel regions. 

He spoke on the topic of ‘Perth Quenda - 
Monitoring and Salvage’ This was obviously  
a subject of interest to our members as we 
had a full house of 70 attendees! 

Quenda (Isodon obesulus fusciventer) was previously regarded as a sub-species of 
bandicoot but is now recognised as a unique species, the Eastern Brown Bandicoot. It is 
considered an endangered species under the EPBC Act (1999). Quenda have a pointed 
face and short tail. They are omnivorous and are considered ecosystem engineers.  

An individual animal will turn close to four tonnes of soil each year while digging for 
grubs, beetles, worms, truffles and bulbs.  This softens the surface, cycles nutrients and 
improves the health of the vegetation. They have a home range of 1 to 5ha and it is 
possible that you could find one in your garden! 

Quenda suffer from fire events, roadkill, predator activity and drowning, all of which can 
cause local extinctions. Foxes form the main threat to quenda.  
Quenda, themselves, have been shown to be predators of the Western Swamp Tortoise. 

More than a hundred quenda are being salvaged each year and are relocated to several 
locations round Perth including Ellenbrook, Bibra Lake, the Dianella Bushland and 
Challenger Beach at Kwinana. Lake Claremont is seen as a possible suitable location. 
Underpasses have been trialled to enable quenda to navigate roads with some success. 
However, tunnels have made it easier for cats and foxes to prey on animals. 

The Spring quenda count, over 750 sites found that numbers are tracking up across 
Perth. Local Government and Friend’s groups have an important role to play in the 
relocation of quenda.  
The Department of Parks and Wildlife is happy to trial Lake Claremont as a site for 
quenda relocation as long as fox control is continued. (See the article on page 10). 
There were many questions from the very interested audience. Thank you for sharing 
your time with us, Geoff. 
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FOXES, CATS AND QUENDA AT LAKE CLAREMONT 
From : Nick Cook 

Quenda (Southern Brown Bandicoot)  Photo : Simon Cherriman

In case you missed Geoff Barrett’s Night Chats talk on the Quenda relocation 
program, it is available to view on the FOLC Face Book page, thanks to Naga Srinivas 
Karsala. 

The Dept of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions has recently approved Lake 
Claremont as a suitable site for their Quenda relocation program and we are awaiting 
a decision from the Town of Claremont administration for approval to proceed. 
Should the Town of Claremont approve, the reintroduction of Quenda to Lake 
Claremont will be a major milestone in the revegetation project, with several 
significant benefits to the health of our bushland. Quenda are ecosystem engineers 
improving soil health and reducing fine fuel loads.  

In order to qualify as a suitable relocation site the Town has made significant 
improvements to its fox control program which are already showing terrific results. 
As a response to reports from FOLC, the Towns contractor visited the sight in late 
September and dispatched an adult female fox. Please continue to report any fox 
sightings. 
The Lake Claremont Advisory Committee has recommended that Council adopt the 
Cat Act and create a local law prohibiting cats from Lake Claremont, this will be 
considered by Council soon. If you are a cat owner and live near Lake Claremont we 
would urge you to do what you can to limit your cats impact on our precious native 
wildlife. 

Should the relocation proceed (and be successful) this will be a major boost to 
biodiversity and the future health of our bushland. 
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CONTACT 

E-mail: folc.wa@gmail.com 

Phone: (08) 9384 2820 

Fax: (08) 9383 4213 

OCTOBER NIGHT CHAT

Our October Night Chats speaker will be from Millennium Kids.  
This organisation is a collaborative partner of FOLC and it has been our pleasure to 
work with them, hosting two Green Labs at Lake Claremont over the past 12 months. 
After receiving National recognition with the Banksia Award, the Millennium Kids 
have recently been recognised globally by the World Economic Forum for their 
Green Labs program, and as a result will receive considerable support to upscale 
their activities in the year ahead. 

OCTOBER DATES 

Friday October 8    Year 10 Community Service 

Sunday October 10   FOLC Busy Bee 8.00am  

Monday October  11   FOLC Board meeting 

Friday  October 15  Year 10 Community Service  
  
Sunday October 17    Duke of Edinburgh programme 

Sunday October 17    FOLC AGM 4.30pm at the FOLC Shed 

Thursay October 21  Year 2 Excursion MLC and CCGS 

Friday October 22   Year 10 Community Service 

SundayOctober  24   Duke of Edinburgh programme 

Tuesday October  26                 October  Night Chat 5.30pm at Claremont Tennis Cub 

Friday October 29   Year 10 Community Service 

Sunday October 31   Duke of Edinburgh programme 
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POSTAL ADDRESS 

Friends of Lake Claremont Ltd. 

P.O. Box  837 

Claremont WA, 6910 

CONTACT 

E-mail: folc.wa@gmail.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Had a great moment at Lake Claremont? 

Why not like us on facebook and post your picture and story? 

Friends of Lake Claremont facebook page 

https:/ /www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Lake-Claremont/159586380873009?
ref=hl 

The Friends of Lake Claremont Ltd. (FOLC) is a community organisation established 
and run by local residents all of whom are volunteers. 

Website      www.friendsoflakeclaremont.org 

Newsletter articles and photos from members are most welcome and should be sent  
to the editor, Hilary Heptinstall  -  heptins@bigpond.net.au   0411 052 329


