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Local resident, Marilynn Freitag, took this lovely photo on a walk around Lake Claremont in 
March. It is good to see a small amount of water in the lake now. 

We are fortunate that, at this time of Corona virus, we are still able to exercise by walking 
round Lake Claremont. Spending time amongst nature is good for us all and allows us to 
escape our present worries. Smile and say ‘Hello’ to fellow community members (at a safe 
distance!) as you stroll around the wetland. Nick Cook explains how the Corona virus will 
affect FOLC activities on page 2. 

Thank you to our regular contributors, David Free (page 3), and Mary Yates (page 8). 
Their articles are always very interesting to read. 

There will be no print version of the newsletter this month as the Town of Claremont offices 
and the Claremont Library are closed. If you know someone who likes to read the newsletter 
but does not have a computer, perhaps you could consider printing a copy for them. 
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CORONA VIRUS UPDATE – FOLC ACTIVITIES 
From : Nick Cook 

To all our members, volunteers and supporters. 

We are all in unchartered territory with regards to the developing Corona virus pandemic. 
The evolving situation has had a dramatic effect on us all. It has also had a significant 
impact on FOLC volunteering activities. You will be aware that our Night Chats series has 
been postponed. Our Year 10 Community Service program is now also on hold. 
Based on the latest WA government advice we have made the decision to cancel the 
Easter Busy Bee and all group volunteering activities. The FOLC Board will continue to 
monitor developments closely and will update members regarding future volunteering 
events. 

We feel that there are great social and health benefits to be gained by volunteering with 
FOLC. We are looking at ways we can facilitate our volunteers’ continued participation on 
an individual basis within current government guidelines. We will advise you by email 
regarding future volunteering opportunities. 

For now, our message is simple. Stay safe, stay well and be kind to each other. We have a 
fantastic community of dedicated and passionate volunteers. We will get through this and 
life will return to normal. If you have a need for support please contact us and we will do 
what we can for you. 

On behalf of the FOLC Board I thank you all for your dedication and support. 
Nick Cook 
FOLC Coordinator and Chairman 
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MARCH BUSY BEE 

Text : Nick Cook    Photos : Naga Srinivas Kasarla 

I have often said how fortunate we are to have such talented volunteers. These photos were 
taken at our Busy Bee this morning by FOLC volunteer Naga Srinivas Kasarla. A very 
talented gentleman, Naga is a documentary film maker. We are very excited to have Naga 
and his wife Anu on the team! 
Our Busy bee on March 8 was our Clean Up Australia Day event. Twenty volunteers arrived 
for a 7.00am start. We split into two groups with one continuing with our War on Weeds and 
the other collecting rubbish from around the park.

Good news! The rubbish collected seems to be less each year. This year, the rubbish 
collectors filled about 6 bags. There were also a few larger bulky items. 
The weeders filled about 40 bags. This was another outstanding effort followed by 
Soozie's awesome morning tea. 

We have such a wonderful group of passionate and dedicated volunteers. It is a 
pleasure and a privilege to lead them  

  Volunteers with collected weeds.                           Soozie Ross serving morning tea



�4

 FOLC News April 2020

OUR BIRDS 
From : David Free 

Grey Fantail, Ripidura albiscarpa 

The Grey Fantail is another insectivore which has returned as the earliest re-vegetated area 
develops an insect population. They can usually be seen in the bushland to the north of the 
lake.  
Grey Fantails are closely related to the slightly larger Willy Wagtail but tend to be shyer 
and more nervous of close human approach. 
They are very active when feeding, fanning their tails when perched and making frequent 
short flights in pursuit of their prey. The song is a high pitched tinkling or, sometimes, a 
lower chipping call.  
The photo shows rictal bristles at the base of the bill, which are thought to assist in catching 
insects. 
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WAR 0N WEEDS 
From : Nick Cook

Some of the collected weeds 

                                                                                                                  (Continued on next page)

On Friday March 6  we led a major assault in our War on Weeds. 
Our regular crack weeding teams were assisted by 5 Green Skills hand weeding 
contractors, funded by a SALP grant received in 2019. 
Hand weeders descended onto the dry lakebed and targeted priority weeds. 
Yr 10 Scotch boys also joined  in with a 20 bag haul. 
The end result was the removal of about 130 bags of weeds. 
It was an outstanding effort! 
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We held a mini busy bee on Sunday 
March 22 to tackle weeds on the lakebed. 
There was a great turn out by our regular 
FOLC volunteers. 
In 2 hours the group filled 224 bags with 
weeds. A great effort! 
The volunteers did a great job of 
maintaining a safe distance between each 
other. 
We were very pleased to receive a lot of 
positive feedback from people out and 
about, enjoying a walk around our 
beautiful wetland. 
Sadly morning tea was cancelled but it 
seems our volunteers are still very happy 
to be out doing their bit for the 
conservation of the wetland.   
Kevin and Nick finished by installing a 
couple of nesting boxes that had been 
repaired.  
Thank you to our amazing volunteers! 

A good morning’s work!

Weeding the lake bed (above) 

Kevin McAlpine installing the nesting box (below) 
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YEAR 10 COMMUNITY SERVICE  

From : Nick Cook 

Our Year 10 Community Service students from 
Scotch College and Christ Church Grammar 
School did an outstanding job on Friday March 13. 

Continuing with our War on Weeds, the students 
tackled weeds on the Western edge of the 
wetland.  
In less than 1.5 hrs the boys filled 110 bags! 

Scotch College students also delivered 9 nesting 
boxes which they donated  to FOLC! 

This community service program was started over 
11 years ago by FOLC. We, and the schools, highly 
value this program. It is a great introduction to 
volunteering and very close to home. 

Scotch College and Christchurch students at work (above) 
    The delivered nesting boxes (left) 
________________________________________________________
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WILLIAM ‘The Fiddler’ GRAHAM 
From : Mary Yates 

William Graham was a convict, sentenced for life and 
transported to Western Australia in 1857 on a charge of 
manslaughter in Carlisle, England.  
During 1864, the violin-playing, ticket of leave convict, 
William, became known as ‘The Fiddler’, and was 
conditionally released and allowed to work for a farmer, 
Quartermaine, near Beverley.   
Graham was a good-looking charmer, and seduced 
Quartermaine’s wife. One morning when the farmer returned 
home earlier than expected, he found Graham and his wife 
together in bed. On being discovered, Graham acted hastily 
and fired on Quartermaine with a shotgun and then fled the 
scene. The farmer survived and the Police began the hunt for 
Graham. 

While at large, Graham returned to the scene of crime and left a love-note for Mrs 
Quartermaine. He then stole supplies and ammunition before fleeing south on horseback. 
Despite Graham’s elusive efforts, an Aboriginal tracker was able to follow him, and he was 
recaptured near Fitzgerald River. 

The prisoner then had a second term of life imposed for the wounding of Quartermaine but 
before long he managed to escape from the Convict Establishment once more, though only 
briefly. On this occasion he was working in a quarry in leg irons within the Prison 
compound. Graham and three other prisoners managed to escape over the back wall after 
climbing a ladder, but they were rapidly apprehended, recaptured and the three men each 
received 100 lashes. 

By the time of his following escape, three years later, Graham managed to get a duplicate 
key to his cell and, after releasing two of his convict friends, once again escaped over the 
back wall of the Prison.  
For three months these three men pursued a bush ranging existence to survive, at the same 
time being constantly tracked by the Police. One of the men was shot dead. One morning 
John Atkinson, a Pensioner Guard who had property at Butlers Swamp, reported to the Perth 
Police that a double-barrelled shotgun had been stolen from his house, on the same night 
as the men had broken out of the Prison.  
Graham was expected to head for the Beverley area as he had left clothes, a small amount 
of money and a watch, so this was the first area of search. However, it was many weeks later 
when he was found and shot near Kojonup. He managed to drag himself 12 miles through 
the bush bleeding from arm and foot, finally giving himself up to a shepherd. 

The full story of this prisoner was perhaps more amazing than that of Moondyne Joe, 
making him a true legendary Bushranger of Western Australia - and our area was a small 
part of it! 
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BEES AT LAKE CLAREMONT 
From : Nick Cook     Photo : DavidPike         

AUSTRALIAN GOLDEN ORB-WEAVER 
From : David Free

David Free took this photo of  Trichonephila 
edulis (formerly Nephila edulis), the common 
Australian Golden Orb-weaver at the lake. 
Often mistaken for a dangerous creature, these  
spiders are harmless to humans. They have a 
dark-brown carapace (the “head”), a cream 
coloured abdomen, and yellow banded legs. 
Males are very small, and are often difficult to 
locate in the web of the female. They occur all 
over Australia, building large webs with 
yellow silk which shine like gold in sunlight. 

Our Native Bee scientist, Kit Prendergast, 
has reported finding a species of 
Megachilid bee, known colloquially as 
the ‘Perth resin pot bee,  during her 
Native bee survey at Lake Claremont 
recently.  
This native bee makes nests of little resin 
pots that hang on branches. If anyone 
sights these nests could you please take 
a photo, note the location and let us know 
here at FOLC? 

We hope that Kit will present her findings 
later in the year at one of our Night Chats 
events.  
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FROM THE TOWN OF CLAREMONT

You might know that these bright red 
berr ies are a t radi t ional Noongar 
‘bushtucker’ food, but did you know that, 
when the Berry Saltbush is in fruit, it is an 
indication that the season is changing? 
Right now we are moving from BUNURU or 
Hot Summer (February to March) into 
DJERAN Autumn or Ant season (April – 
May). In Djeran, we can look forward to 
light breezes from the south-east and pink 
sunsets. Keep a lookout for the red berries 
on your next walk around Lake Claremont.

CLOSURE OF FACILITIES 

Due to the latest updates from the Federal Government, we have now closed all of our 
playgrounds and recreational activities across the Town, including those at Lake 
Claremont. Please listen to the advice provided, stay at home and adhere to social 
distancing guidelines. 
Remember, this too shall pass.
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POSTAL ADDRESS 

Friends of Lake Claremont Ltd. 

P.O. Box  837 

Claremont WA, 6910 

CONTACT 

E-mail: folc.wa@gmail.com 

Phone: (08) 9384 2820 

Fax: (08) 9383 4213 

CONTACT 

E-mail: folc.wa@gmail.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Had a great moment at Lake Claremont? 

Why not like us on facebook and post your picture and story? 

Friends of Lake Claremont facebook page 

https:/ /www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Lake-Claremont/159586380873009?
ref=hl 

The Friends of Lake Claremont Ltd. (FOLC) is a community organisation established 
and run by local residents all of whom are volunteers. 

Website      www.friendsoflakeclaremont.org 

Newsletter articles and photos from members are most welcome and should be sent  
to the editor, Hilary Heptinstall  -  heptins@bigpond.net.au   0411 052 329

mailto:folc.wa@gmail.com
mailto:folc.wa@gmail.com

