
Friends of Lake Claremont News   April 2019

We had a very successful Busy Bee on ‘Clean Up Oz Day’, March 10. Thanks to Aernout Boere and 
Tony Barr for their efforts  in Nick Cook’s absence. (See page 2) 

I am pleased to report that Heidi Hardisty will be in town for the planting season in July. (See page 
6) 

Jenni Banister-Jones has written about her experience with Forest Red-tailed Black Cockatoos.  
(See page 6) These birds visit the park daily and we have seen them feeding on young Marri in 
the revegetation ares as well as on the mature Cape Lilac Trees. Nick Cook sees a small flock that 
move daily through the area  and frequent Mt Claremont Primary School one the way back to their 
roost. 

I am delighted to hear that Claire Brittain has again secured a grant from Volunteering WA for us 
to hold a function in National Volunteer Week in May. (See page 8) 

A Black-shouldered Kite hunting mice on the dry lake bed.    Photo : David Free



�2

 FOLC News April 2019

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA BUSY BEE 10 MARCH 
From :  Aernout Boere 

After  prolonged soaking drizzle, the first in several months, on the Saturday prior it was 
enjoyable to smell the early morning scents coming from the bush. We were lucky that the 
grey skies did not turn into rain. 
A total of twenty-nine people joined this Clean Up Australia Busy-Bee. The group consisted 
of our regulars, semi-regulars and first timers.  
The clean-up focus this year was on the remnant bushland in the west, both sides of the 
Scotch College boundary fence, Alfred and Davies Road areas and eastern lake bed.

The Scotch College boys (right) were of great help in 
covering the large school boundary fence area. 
Unfortunately several people on the playing fields got 
the impression this was a detention task! You did a 
great job boys and you  have our full support. We hope 
that you can spread your experience to your school. 
mates.  

As most of you may have noticed throughout the 
year already, the amount of rubbish and litter has 
noticeably reduced compared to 2-3 years ago. 
This was also evident with this year’s “harvest”. A 
total of 22 partly filled bags were collected. When 
consolidated, it amounted to 8 full bags.  

In line with the trend that we have seen 
developing over the past couple of years, the 
majority of the collected items are: plastic bags, 
food/snack wrappers and PET bottles. Whereas in 
the lake, glass bottles, cans, plastic bags and golf 
balls still dominate albeit in smaller quantities.  
Notable finds this year were:  

•A $10 note found by a first time visitor. The 
finder used the find to become an instant 
member. Aren’t we lucky our bank notes are 
not biodegradable? 

•Various tennis and cricket balls and soccer 
balls.                                    

•A witch’s hat several meters out in swampy 
mud.                                         Continued on page 3 
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One of the accidental benefits of having a large group of people combing the parklands is 
the opportunity of stumbling across turtle shells. Sadly two turtle shells were found (on 
the lake bed and along Alfred Rd). Nick has been informed of this. 

This was a most enjoyable 
morning best summarised in the 
words of a new member: “I did 
not expect to get this dirty but  I 
had lots of fun in the lakebed” 
After the excellent morning tea 
(thanks Geoff and Soozie) some 
e n e rg e t i c a n d d e d i c a t e d 
members decided to tidy up 
several very low hanging 
branches a t the red path 
intersection near the shed. 
Thanks Bruce, Geoff and Tony. 

Lastly but not least a big thank 
you to Tony Barr for leading the 
session in Nick’s absence.

Some of our wonderful volunteers

Volunteers enjoying morning tea after their hard work
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OUR BIRDS 
Text and photos : David Free 

The changing seasons and varying water 
levels in the lake make it a  suitable feeding 
area for different bird types. Dotterels feed 
on invertebrates found in very shallow 
water and on the soft mud exposed as the 
lake dries. Recently I have seen large 
numbers of the beautiful little Red-kneed 
Dotterel (Erythrogonys cinctus); there were 
more than thirty there on March 16th, the 
most I have ever seen. This species is 
described by R E Johnstone as being rare to 
uncommon, so we are especially fortunate 
that they decided to come to our lake.   A 
few of the more commonly seen Black-
fronted Dotterel accompanied them.    

                            Red-kneed Dotterel 

Red-kneed Dotterel (Erythrogonys cinctus) 

When the lake dries completely, look out 
for our two hovering raptors, the Kestrel 
and the Black-shouldered Kite (see cover 
photo). Both might be seen hunting mice 
on the dry lake bed.You may observe 
them resting, or looking out for their next 
meal, on the dead tree stumps in the 
northern part of the lake. 

Kestrel 
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The 2019 planting schedule will be as follows. 
We are planting a total of 5000 native seedlings around the FOLC Shed in 4 sessions: 

1. Friday June 7th Year 10s  (500 plants) 
2. Sunday June 9th – Local Residents Planting Day (2000 plants) 
3. Friday July 26th – Year 10s (500 plants) 
4. Sunday July 28th – National Tree Day (2000 plants) 

  
Heidi will be in town for both weekends and will inform the other local schools and 
Universities that there are no other planting programs. They will be disappointed! 

NEW NOTICE BOARDS AT THE LAKE.  From : Soozie Ross 

Claremont Council have installed two new notice boards at Lake 
Claremont.  
One replaces the old notice board at the end of the path from 
Strickland St, near Cresswell Park and the stairs to the drive-in 
development. 
The other is on the other side of the lake, near the newest 
playground, at the intersection of the paths near the cafes. 

            
                                                                  
The discarded old  notice board 

PLANTING SESSIONS FOR 2019 
From : Heidi Hardisty 
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AMAZING RED-TAILED BLACK COCKATOOS 
From : Jenni Banister-Jones 

Do you want to see these incredible 
birds? From December to May these 
birds take up residence in the area. 
On 18 March, a friend organised for us 
t o m e e t M a r g a r e t O w e n n e a r 
McGillivray Oval and see the Forest 
Red-tailed Black Cockatoos congregate 
at dusk.  Standing near the fence 
opposite the car park on Brockway Rd, 
we could see and hear the birds as they 
landed in the tree tops.  Suddenly a 
Whistling Kite appeared! Spooked, the 
red tails took off en masse, flying in 
small groups screeching loudly. 
Margaret estimated there would have 
been about 600 of them.  I took a 
video…. I had no hope of getting all the 
birds in the frame. It’s not great 
photographic quality but the sound 
gives an idea of the noise they made.  
h t t p s : / / p h o t o s . a p p . g o o . g l /
gm1VnRWxKVXThLWu7  Eventually 
they settled down and peace returned! 

A few hundred metres further north, the 
Carnaby Cockatoos take up residence 
each evening. We watched 30 or 40 of 
them land in the tall trees near the corner 
with Underwood Ave.  However they only 
stayed a few minutes before flying off 
screeching loudly. Something had upset 
them – other birds had got there first!  
Margaret said that just one or two ibis 
cause great concern to the Cockatoos 
who usually vacate the roost site if they 
find them there!  
It was an amazing experience to see 
these birds. If you want any more 
information about where and when to see 
them, please call Lance on 0418 922 885. 
A Red-tailed Black cockatoo
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MARCH NIGHT CHAT 
Why should we be concerned about invertebrates? 

Text and photos : Rose Senior 

We were delighted to have Emeritus Professor 
Jonathan Majer from Curtin University to give our first 
indoor Night Chat of 2019. An entomologist with a 
deep level of knowledge of insects and other 
invertebrates, Jonathan drew our attention to the fact 
that invertebrates – animals without backbones - far 
outnumber other species around the world and are 
key organisms in many ecosystems. According to 
Jonathan, without invertebrates, life as we know it 
would cease to exist. The role of these creatures, 
ranging from mites and ants to earthworms and 
snails, includes producing soil, taking care of dead 
organisms, pollinating plants, filtering water – and of 
course functioning as a food source for many 
vertebrates. 
                                  John Majer addressing the audience 

Talking specifically on Lake Claremont, Jonathan 
explained how invertebrates hidden away in the trees, 
shrubs and grasses surrounding the lake are a vital 
foodstuff for the bird species that inhabit or visit the 
Lake. Evidently the wider the variety of trees in the 
understorey, the greater the range of invertebrates and 
birds there will be (with birds knowing exactly where to 
find the tastiest insects). He explained that isolated trees 
are also important for Lake Claremont because of the 
high number of invertebrates they contain. 

When discussing native versus introduced trees Jonathan explained that local trees are 
generally more beneficial to Lake Claremont, since they support more invertebrates than 
introduced trees. He did acknowledge, however, that the large ficus trees bordering the 
lake may have an increasing role to play as refuges from hotter conditions brought about by 
climate change. He also acknowledged the significant role that dead trees and logs play in 
providing habitats for invertebrates such as beetles. 

Towards the end of his talk Jonathan highlighted the paucity of research into invertebrates – 
partly because of the difficulty of doing a numerical count of tiny creatures such as ants. The 
variety and range of questions asked by the audience at the end of talk indicated a high 
level of interest and engagement in this little-known topic.  
Thank you, Jonathan, for your fascinating talk which was much enjoyed by the large 
audience. It was refreshing to focus our attention, not on the birds that are so clearly visible 
as we walk around the Lake, but on the invisible creatures that play such a vital role in the 
effective functioning of the Lake Claremont ecosystem.  
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VOLUNTEERING WA   From : Claire Brittain 

Volunteering WA, with ongoing support from 
Lotterywest, are once again offering members 
and volunteer organisations around the State a 
fantastic opportunity to apply for a grant of up to 
$1000 to organise an event which recognises and 
thanks volunteers during National Volunteer 
Week which will be held on 20-26 May 2019. On 
behalf of Friends of Lake Claremont, Claire has 
been successful in obtaining a full grant  of $1000 
to hold a function to thank our volunteers.

CEO of Volunteering WA, Tina Williams, said that volunteers are the backbone of 
communities around the state, and it is important to acknowledge their contributions. 

"Volunteers and organisations who generously and regularly give their time to making 
our communities better places to live should be recognised and celebrated. However 
there is often a lack of funding to do so," Ms Williams said. "The National Volunteer 
Week 2019 Grants provide this funding and are a great way for organisations to say 
thank you to their volunteers." 

Some of you will remember the fabulous Indian 
Lunch created by Ganges Restaurant from 
Alexander Heights. Ganges supply vegan food 
which is suitable for our fabulous Shah Satnam 
Ji  Green S S Welfare Force Wing. We will be holding 
another lunch with both vegan and regular curries 
and condiments. This will be held during National 
Volunteer Week on Saturday 25 May. We look 
forward to our celebration of our re-vegetation work 
at the lake. Keep an eye out for ongoing notificatIons 
of  great fun activities.  

                 Claire Brittain with the caterers from Ganges 
                    Restaurant in 2017

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS!
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       Day Event Time
Friday April 5th Year 10 Community Service 1.15 -  

3.30 pm
Sunday April 14th FOLC Busy Bee and 

Tea Lake Claremont
9:00  – 

11:00am

Monday April 8th FOLC Board Meeting 5:30 – 
7:00 pm

Monday April 22nd Earth Day

Tuesday April 
23rd 

Night Chats at Lake 
Claremont

Pool Clubrooms, Lake 
Claremont Aquatic 
Centre

6:00 - 
7.30pm
D o o r s 
open at 
5.30 pm

UPCOMING EVENTS 

APRIL NIGHT CHAT 

Dr Jane Chambers is a founding Director of Naturelink Perth. 
Naturelink Perth is an initiative to create a network of people, to sustain our world class 
biodiversity, wetlands and bushlands and engage nature sensitive urban design across Perth 
to the benefit of people, the environment and the economy. 
There is currently no holistic strategy or plan informed by ecological understanding to 
conserve our natural estate or integrate nature into our city. Our world class biodiversity is 
being lost through individual planning decisions. This is not sustainable and will result in our 
remaining wetlands and bushland becoming less viable and threatened species becoming 
extinct. 
Night Chats will be held at the Claremont Aquatic Centre on Thursday 23rd April. The 
evening commences with refreshments at 5.30pm and the talk commences at 6pm. A gold 
coin donation would be appreciated 

APRIL 2019 CALENDAR
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POSTAL ADDRESS 

Friends of Lake Claremont Ltd. 

P.O. Box  837 

Claremont WA, 6910 

Like us on facebook! 

Had a great moment at Lake Claremont? 

Why not like us on facebook and post your picture and story? 

Friends of Lake Claremont facebook page 

https:/ /www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Lake-Claremont/159586380873009?ref=hl

www.friendsoflakeclaremont.org

Newsletter articles and photos from members are most welcome and should be sent 
to the editor, Hilary Heptinstall

heptins@bigpond.net.au   0411 052 329

CONTACT 

E-mail: folc.wa@gmail.com 

Phone: (08) 9384 2820 

Fax: (08) 9383 4213 


