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Text and photo by Rose Senior 

  Most Friends of Lake Claremont are aware that the number of long-necked turtles inhabiting 

the Lake has dwindled in recent years, mainly due to predation by ravens and foxes. Fortunately, 

anyone who sees an injured or dead turtle; or any turtle in danger of being attacked, can phone 

the Turtle Oblonga Rescue and Rehabilitation Network (TORRN) on 0414 476 867. A volunteer 

will then come to collect the turtle, hand it over to an experienced carer who will nurse it back to 

health 

THE RESCUE AND REHABILITATION OF 'CLARE'

Photo by Heidi Hardisity

Earlier in the year, local residents found two 

turtles in trouble. One had been so savagely 

attacked that it had to be euthanized. The other 

was a large female estimated to be between 30 

to 40 years old. It appeared in good health, 

apart from lacking energy and having an 

ulcerated eye, ?Clare?, as this turtle was aptly 

named, was transported to a location in the Hills 

where she enjoyed six weeks of rest and 

recreation. 

During this time Clare developed a voracious appetite, on one occasion devouring at a single 

sitt ing two small f ish and a mouse (thawed from a frozen wildlife supply pack). After receiving a 

clean bill of health and a course of antibiotics to boost her energy levels, Clare (now known as 

?Lady Clare Mont?) was driven in air-conditioned comfort back to Lake Claremont, where a select 

welcoming party of FOLC members awaited her at the Stirl ing Road Jetty. 

 Once removed from her box and placed on the mud at the water?s edge, Clare quickly found her 

way into the water and disappeared into the gathering darkness, a trail of bubbles was the only 

indication of her presence. It was reported as news item in the April 11 issue of the Post, the 

?Lady of the Lake is back?. 

For those who would like to learn more about TORNN their website is  
www.turtleoblonganetwork.org.au 

Nick Cook and Alan Wright with Lady 
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A big ?thank you? to all the volunteers who 
helped Nick and Claire run the parking for the 
Caravan and Camping Show in March. 

It was a bit quieter than last year but we stil l 
managed 189 cars, raising $1900 for projects 
at Lake Claremont. Well done, Friends! 

Thanks also to the town of Claremont for their 
continued support. 

TED'S CORNER - ZAC HARDISTY
My name is Zac Hardisty. I am a 19 year old studying environmental 
science at UWA. I have been involved with the Friends of Lake 
Claremont for several years attending busy bees and volunteering 
casually. Over the last two planting seasons, I became much more 
active as a group leader and helped out most days of the week 
throughout the busy planting seasons. Working with and leading 
volunteers from corporate groups, schools as well as the 
Conservation Volunteers Australia, I helped to instruct and guide 
many people in proper planting technique and helped to oversee 
planting many thousands of native plants and trees. Although I lost 
track of exactly how many I have planted myself , I do know it is 
upward of 3000! The work that all the volunteers have done is 
incredible, and within a few short years the growth of the plants is 
amazing and gives a great sense of fulf ilment! I look forward to 
meeting new people this year and further helping out this important 
wetland restoration project! 

CARAVAN AND CAMPING 
SHOW PARKING

Henry Simmons and David Free taking a break 
between cars 

BIRD OF THE MONTH
Text and photo by David Free

Australian White Ibis (Threskiornis molucca) 
This unmistakable bird is one of two ibis species often 
seen at the lake; it sometimes forms mixed f locks with the 
other common species, the Straw-necked Ibis (featured in 
the March 2014 newsletter). 

- Story continued on following page.
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Photo by Geoff Ross  

SCOTCH COLLEGE AND PLC WOODY WEEDS 
WORKSHOP AND REMOVAL SECTION 
Photo and text by Hilary Heptinstall 

 Scotch College student, Bailey Banfield writes:- 

?A group of 60 Scotch and PLC volunteers gave up their Friday afternoon on March the 27th to 
head down to Lake Claremont for a Woody Weed Workshop. 
It wasn?t a special club. I, and my counterpart at PLC, just called for volunteers and everyone 
who wanted to come came. It involved a talk by world-renowned botanist Bronwen Keighery 
before all the boys and girls got stuck into some weeding. Some of the Scotch boarders 
particularly enjoyed tackling some of the bigger trees and taking a combination of saws, 
clippers and shovels to the more stubborn introduced species. Everyone else got stuck into the 
smaller species and by all accounts had a great t ime. Following the workshop all the volunteers 
headed back up to Scotch for a well earned sausage sizzle.? 

- Story continued on following page.

You will see them foraging in shallow water, mud, or on the mown grass of the old golf  course. 

They feed on aquatic animals and invertebrates and have been seen taking snakes. It is reported 
that this species, which is common in the Kimberley, has only been in the South-West of WA 
since 1952.
 If  you look carefully at the photo, you will see that this bird is just about to enjoy a frog!

PLANT OF THE MONTH
Text by Heidi Hardisty 

Jacksonia sternbergiana or 
Green Stinkwood is a 
leaf less pea plant that stinks 
when the wood is burnt.  
Flowering for most of the 
year, it is a very important 
plant for insects and 
Insectivorous birds. 
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Bronwen informed the students that we were 
planting local vegetation at Lake Claremont 
similar to what existed before European 
settlement. The aim of the workshop is to remove 
introduced woody species seedlings that have 
recently started to grow. 
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- Bronwen addresses the Scotch and PLC students 

One of the woody weed species that we targeted 
this afternoon was the eastern states Sheoak. 
This can be distinguished from the local 
(endemic) variety because the introduced 
species have ?eyelashes? along their stems. - A flooded gum ? a native gum displaying brown marks 

on leaves 

Other invasive species to be pulled out were: 
cape lilacs, poplar trees, river gums and 
lemon-scented gums. Cape lilac trees, however, 
are used by the Carnaby?s Cockatoo so in some 
cases are left in situ. All in all it was a very 
successful session, which was enjoyed by all 
participants. We thank Scotch College and PLC for 
their continued support of our work at Lake 
Claremont. 

Bronwen said that native plants, such as the Marri and Flooded gum often have brown marks on 
their leaves because they are eaten by insects which in turn become food for native birds and 
mammals. Non-native species are not attractive to native insects so they appear green and lush! 

- These non-native sheoaks look beautiful but will have to 
go!  

- Story continued on following page.
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- Some of our invaluable FOLC volunteers who led 
the students ? clockwise from top left  Ngaire 
Jones and Greg Simpson (TOC Bushcare officer), 
John and Bev Turner, Chris Matthews 

MEMBERS' HARD WORK

Photo by Heidi Hardisty

- The clean and tidy shed. 

- Our members 
cleaned and tidied 
the shed for last 
month's Busy Bee.  
A big thanks for 
the hard work of 
our members.
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CONTACT

E-mail: folc.wa@gmail.com

Phone: (08) 9384 2820 

Fax: (08) 9383 4213

POSTAL ADDRESS 

Friends of Lake Claremont Ltd. 

P.O. Box 625 

Cottesloe WA, 6911
http://friendsoflakeclaremont.org/

Like us on facebook!
Had a great moment at Lake Claremont? Why not l ike us on facebook and post your picture and story?

https:/ /www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Lake-Claremont/159586380873009?ref=hl

The Friends of Lake Claremont Ltd. (FOLC) is a community organization established and run by local residents all 
of whom are volunteers.

Our mission is to assist in the conservation and enhancement of Lake Claremont, a Conservation Category 
Wetland and Bush Forever Site

Get into Health ? Fun Run and Fair Sunday 17th May 8-11am ? Lake Claremont.
 Registration Fees Apply. Proceeds to Telethon. To register email: dsmith@claremont.wa.gov.au 
or call 9285 4300 

NOTICES MAY 2015
May Busy Bee and Mother?s Day Tea Sunday 10th May 9 -11am 

Please join in the FOLC May Busy Bee (hand weeding) followed by our annual Mother?s Day Tea. 
Gloves and instruction provided. Please meet at 9am at the south end of Strickland Street. 

The Winter Planting Season is Near 

June marks the beginning of another big planting season. And we need your help!  Our goal this 
year is to plant over 33,000 native seedlings. All of the planting is done by volunteers from the 
local and wider communities. Please consider joining in one of our many planting sessions or 
helping out behind the scenes. 

Sunday June 14th is our annual Local Residents Planting Day from 9am ? 12pm. Please meet at 
the shed on the northwest 

For further information and the full planting season schedule, please see the FOLC website:  
www.friendsoflakeclaremont.org    For further info or to sign up contact   Heidi Hardisty  M 0416 
614 696    folc.wa@gmail.com 

http://mailto:folc.wa@gmail.com
http://friendsoflakeclaremont.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Lake-Claremont/159586380873009?ref=hl
http://www.friendsoflakeclaremont.org

