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FOLC ‘THANK YOU’ BARBECUE 

All members should have already received an invitation to the FOLC 
Summer Barbecue. It will be held on Sunday February 7 at Stirling Road Park from 
5.00 to 7.00 pm. Food and drinks will be provided. We hope that as many members 
as possible can attend as it is a wonderful opportunity to say ‘thank you’ 
and to enjoy each others’ company! 

Please reply by February 1 to 0416 614 696 or email folc.wa@gmail.com 

 

CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS TO CLAIRE BRITTAIN 

FOLC are pleased to advise that in December 2015 they won a State Natural Resources 
Management grant for $25,000.  This grant will be used to extend the wetland buffer on 
the East side of the lake. This brings the total grants awarded to FOLC to over $500,000!!  
Claire Brittain is our Company Secretary 
and Grants Officer so was instrumental 
in securing it.  Well done, Claire! 

 The Premier, Colin Barnett came down 
to the lake to meet with Claire, and   
congratulate the Friends of Lake 
Claremont on receiving the grant from 
the State. He remembers the lake from 
his childhood and said our volunteers 
have done a magnificent job turning the 
wetland and bush land into a jewel for 
the community. It is wonderful for the 
community to have this recreational area 
to use for so many activities.  

Claire Brittain chats to Colin Barnett at the Lake 
Claremont Gazebo 
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To all our beloved volunteers who make our job so much easier with the tireless support you 
give to the Town. 

The Parks and Environment team at Claremont wish to thank every one of you for the work 
put in at the site over many years and again over the last twelve months. 
Without your support we would not have been able to achieve all the amazing things we have 
at the site. 

The biggest achievement of note this year would be the $500,000 ceiling being broken for 
grant support by FOLC. This is a massive achievement and should be celebrated over the 
next few months as we prepare for next planting season. 

Another big year lies ahead with the finalisation of the Management Plan and outcomes of the 
working party to be finalised. 
 Please enjoy the time over the break with friends and family and I look forward to kicking 
more goals with you next year. 
Onwards and Upwards 

Sincerely 
Andrew Head     Manager, Parks & Environment, Town of Claremont 

‘THANK YOU’ LETTERS FROM THE TOWN OF CLAREMONT 

Dear  FOLC 
Please accept my sincere thanks and appreciation for what you do for Claremont and the 
wider communities in which we live. Your tireless work is something of which you should be 
justifiably proud. 
Best wishes 
Jock Barker     Mayor, Town of Claremont 

DECEMBER AND JANUARY BUSY BEES 

Photo by Nick Cook   Text by Heidi 
Hardisty 

We were unusually busy in our 
December and January Busy Bees as 
the highly invasive aster weed was 
discovered in the lake bed. It grows to 
a height of 2m. Luckily it has not 
flowered yet, so pulling it up by hand 
has been very effective. It is growing 
amongst the native rushes, which are a 
great bird habitat. This makes it 
necessary to avoid the use of 
herbicides to remove the weeds. Heidi Hardisty with bags of removed Aster Daisies       
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CLAREMONT COUNCIL VOLUNTEERS’ FUNCTION 
DECEMBER 9 2015 

Photos by Western Suburbs Weekly 

                            Friends of Lake Claremont were well represented at the Town of Claremont            

                           Volunteers’ Function. It was a most enjoyable occasion with delicious refreshments.  

                           We all appreciated the Council’s hospitality. 

SUBSCRIPTION	RENEWALS	DUE	

Now is the time to renew your subscription for 2016 
New forms for renewing subscriptions are available on the website 
www.friendsoflakeclaremont.org <http://www.friendsoflakeclaremont.org>    
You will receive an email with details shortly (or may already have done so). 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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BIRD OF THE MONTH 

Text and photos by David Free 

Red Wattlebird (Anthocaera carunculata) 

Our largest, commonest and 
noisiest honeyeater can 
always be found around the 
lake. This bird is common 
throughout southern Australia 
wherever there is suitable 
habitat. It feeds on nectar and, 
for protein, insects; these are 
sometimes caught in flight. 
They will aggressively defend 
a productive flowering area. 
The wattlebird's sometimes 
untidy nest is constructed 
mainly of twigs; in winter and 
spring look for them in the 
bush to the west of the lake. 
The normal clutch size is two; 
the juveniles loudly beg for 
food. 

The related Western 
Wattlebird has infrequently 
been spotted at the lake. It is 
slightly smaller and lacks the 
yellow belly and red fleshy 
wattles. 
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- sodales. 

DRYING OF THE LAKE BED 

The Lake is drying out 
early this year due to well 
below average rainfall last 
winter. Did you know that 
turtles aestivate (the 
opposite to hibernate) in 
summer by burying 
themselves in the mud. It is 
part of the natural cycle of 
the Lake.  

It should be stressed that 
the Lake Bed should not be 
walked on in summer as it 
could cause damage to the 
turtles. 

It is pleasing to see so little 
litter in the Lake Bed. Our 
cleaning sessions are 
starting to pay dividends! 

 

HELP NEEDED 

Soozie and Geoff Ross have done a wonderful job providing refreshments over the years and 
now they need some help! It is not necessary to be an expert scone maker like Geoff or to 
provide your own home as a venue! 

Soozie writes:- 
‘Can you help with refreshments? 
We all know that refreshments are the best part of volunteering and it gives us all a great 
opportunity to catch up over a well-earned break. We are looking for a backup person who would 
enjoy an occasional role in refreshment provision. Please contact me on soozie.r@bigpond.net.au  

Text and photos by Nick Cook 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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GREETING CARDS FOR SALE 

 

Have you seen our series of Greetings 
Cards featuring the ‘Birds of Lake 
Claremont? 

There are seven bird species on the cards, 
which use Lake Claremont as their home. 

They have been photographed by DAVID 
FREE and GEOFF ROSS. 

COST $10 FOR SET OF 7 CARDS, 

Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo (right) ,  Red 
Necked Avocet, Australian Spotted Crake, 
Australian Shoveler, Australian Shelduck, Buff 
Banded Rail, and Spoonbill. 

PLEASE EMAIL  folc.wa@gmail.com 

Our next event is titled ‘Uncovering the History 
of Lake Claremont’  

Have you ever wondered how Lake Claremont 
was formed? 

Why was ‘shagging’ the Lake so popular” 

What famous authors and anthologists worked 
there? 

Murdoch University researcher, Greg Simpson, 
(right) will share his discoveries about these and 
other interesting questions concerning the 
history of Lake Claremont.  We guarantee some 
of the answers will surprise you! 

Lake Claremont Golf Club, Lapsley Road, Claremont 
Doors open at 6:00 pm. Light refreshments served. 

Please RSVP for catering purposes by February 20 to 
folc.wa@gmail.com 

A Gold Coin donation would be appreciated. 

 

NIGHT CHAT AT THE LAKE  - TUESDAY FEBRUARY 23 

I have used these cards a lot and people are always delighted to receive them. Ed 
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Like us on facebook! 

Had a great moment at Lake Claremont? 

Why not like us on facebook and post your picture and story? 

Friends of Lake Claremont facebook page 

https:/ /www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Lake-Claremont/159586380873009?ref=hl 

The Friends of Lake Claremont Ltd. (FOLC) is a community organization established and run by local residents all of whom 
are volunteers. 

 

 

 

 

 

www.friendsoflakeclaremont.org 

Newsletter articles and photos from members are most welcome and should be sent  
to the editor, Hilary Heptinstall 

heptins@bigpond.net.au   0411 052 329 
 

Day	 Event	 Time	

Sunday	February	7	
FOLC	‘THANK	YOU’	BBQ		

	

5.00	-7.30	pm	
Stirling	Rd	Park	
Lake	Claremont	

Friday	February	12	
Year	10	Community	Service	

Program	
1.30-3.00	pm	

Sunday	February	14	
FOLC	BUSY	BEE	

Gloves,	tools	and	morning	
tea	provided	

8	-	10	am	
	

Friday	February	19	
Year	10	Community	Service	

Program	
1.30-3.00	pm	

Tuesday	February	23		 Night	Chats	at	the	Lake		
Lake	Claremont	Golf	
Club		6.30	–	7.30pm	

Friday	February	26	
	

Year	10	Community	Service	
Program	

1:30-	3:00	pm	

UPCOMING EVENTS 

NEW POSTAL ADDRESS 

Friends of Lake Claremont Ltd. 

P.O. Box  837 

Cottesloe WA, 6910 

CONTACT 

E-mail: folc.wa@gmail.com 

Phone: (08) 9384 2820 

Fax: (08) 9383 4213 


