
 

SNAP, SEND, SOLVE: Help a Turtle Today 
Do you walk with your mobile phone? Then you may be able to help monitor the number of turtles in and around Lake 

Claremont to determine how our population is doing. To undertake this research the Town and Friends of Lake Claremont 

are asking the community for help. 

We want people to report turtle activity with a clever new app called ‘Snap, Send, Solve’. The app allows the user to take a 

photo of anything they wish and attach to an email, with map, date, time, concerns and their contact details (for follow up 

if needed). The app will work out which local government authority you are in and automatically send your report to the 

appropriate Council. 

About 80% of all people now carry a smartphone and we can create emails on the go. All maps are built into the phone and 

all photos are location, date and time stamped. All you have to do is download the app, and get snapping. 

Andrew Head, Supervisor of Parks and Environment is 

excited about the possibility of the app. “Apart from 

Turtle activity (which we hope people will use it for) it can 

also be used to report faulty street lights, blocked drains, 

leaking water mains, potholes, graffiti, fallen 

branches/trees, litter and vandalism” he said. 

 There are a few simple steps to make a report and can 

be done in under 30 seconds: 

 Download the free app ‘Snap Send Solve’ from 

iTunes or Google+  (Only need to do it once) 

 Open app, then 

 Add New Report, then 

 Take photo or select existing photo, then 

 Select report type – e.g., Animals, Noise, Trees, 

etc., then 

 Add notes to the report, then 

 Finalise and press Submit to send email report 

to automatically selected Authority (it works out 

where you are, anywhere within Australia) 

During recent drought years of 2010 and 2011 in South 

West Australia, there was a sharp decline in turtle 

numbers within wetlands of the metropolitan area. By 

sending in reports of turtle activity we can begin to get 

some indication of population changes as well as 

locations during breeding season. It will also assist with a 

greater understanding of how this prehistoric creature 

interacts with other species within the same ecosystem. 

Turtles are generally seen in the lake in the winter and 

spring. Females are seen laying their eggs nearby during 

the summer months. 

For more information on Turtles or Lake Claremont please 

see 

http://www.claremont.wa.gov.au/Community/LakeClare

mont.aspx  
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Discovering a Wetland of Great 
Significance  
The lack of summer rain, hence weeds, meant the 

friends took a break from the February busy bee to do 

something a bit different. A walk was organized to 

discover why Lake Claremont is significant to so many.  

We were lucky to have Greg Simpson (TOC Bush Care 

Officer) and Cr Bruce Haynes as guides. 

A group of 25 gathered early to beat the heat and 

headed into the remnant bushland. Greg’s talk began 

with Noongar history and how the lake was formed 

during the last ice age. It was interesting to note that 

famous amateur ethnographer Daisy Bates spent time 

with the aboriginals in the area. 

 

Another famous Australian to have lived close to the lake 

was May Gibbs, author of “Snugglepot and Cuddlepie”, 

the gum nut babies. Although May wrote her children’s 

stories many years later whilst living in the East, many of 

her illustrations are based on her childhood memories of 

West Australian vegetation found right here at Lake 

Claremont. Indeed those “gum nuts” are actually WA 

Marri nuts. This illustrated the significance and power of 

childhood experiences that we take into adult life. How 

will the kids of today remember their experiences of 

Lake Claremont? Fondly and with an appreciation of its 

conservation value we hope!  

 

Native bees got a mention as important pollinators for 

our flora. Did you know that native bees are solitary 

and do not form a hive? 

As we approached the lake edge the discussion turned to 

the Lake’s status as a Conservation Category Wetland 

and the FOLC’s intention to see its current status 

elevated.  It may be possible for the Lake to qualify as a 

wetland of National Significance. If this were to be 

achieved it would provide a higher level of protection for 

the lake and open up further funding opportunities for 

both the TOC and FOLC. 

Greg wrapped up his talk at the Stirling Rd playground 

where he handed over to Bruce (our resident Birder) 

who escorted the group back to Strickland St whilst 

pointing out the various birds on display along the way 

and entertaining us all with anecdotes (mostly) relevant 

to the lake and conservation efforts over the last 25 

years. Finally, Soozie Ross treated everyone with a 

delicious morning tea. 

Some of our guests had never been to Lake Claremont or 

had not visited since before the golf course was closed. 

They were all very impressed with the revegetation 

efforts and the informative nature of the guided walk. 

Many thanks to Greg and Bruce for a very interesting 

morning. 

 
 
 
 
Next guided walk: Sat. 3rd May 4:30 pm - The Friends of 
Lake Claremont Sundowner with award winning 
ecologists Mike and Mandy Bamford.  See last page for 
more details.  
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In Bloom This Month 
 

The Rottnest Tea Tree or Moonah (Melaleuca 

lanceolata) is a hardy plant which tolerates salt and is 

often planted as a wind-break. The row of trees adjacent 

to the old Lakeway Drive-In site (now a housing 

development) was probably planted as a screen to hide 

the drive-in from neighbouring houses.  

 

Rottnest Tea Tree - photo by Geoff Ross 
 

Clean up Australia Day 2014 
We had a terrific cool morning for this year’s clean-up 

day. Twenty-five volunteers turned up for the event, a 

good mix of FOLC crew and members of the community. 

It’s always great to see local residents and young ones 

attending these events. An earlier inspection of the site 

suggested that there wasn’t a great deal of rubbish, but 

it’s amazing how much was collected! 

In less than 2 hours we had an impressive haul: approx. 

150-200kg of rubbish. The main culprits were glass 

bottles, golf balls and general paper/plastic wrapping. 

Other items included discarded fencing, timber pallets 

and a number of smoking implements (but no syringes). 

The session was wrapped up with a fantastic morning 

tea provided by Soozie Ross. 

Just a thought…..Consider taking an old bag on your next 

walk around the lake and pick up litter as you go. 

 

 

Our Birds 
The Black-shouldered Kite (Elanus axillaris) is commonly 

seen when the lake is dry. Look for it hovering whilst 

hunting for mice, and resting on the taller tree stumps 

between forays. Its preferred food is small mammals but 

it will also take large insects. This beautiful raptor is 

closely related to very similar species which are 

widespread globally.
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Ted’s Corner 
 

In order to recognise and appreciate the work of our numerous volunteers who often work in the background with 

little acknowledgement or recognition, we will endeavour to bring you the story of a local volunteer who has 

contributed their time and energy to help our Lake. We dedicate this section of FOLC News to the fond memory of 

Ted Tocock, whose exceptional ethics of volunteerism and community service are an inspiration to us all. 

This month Catherine McAuley recounts the past 24 years… 

 

After living and working in Boddington for 8 years, 67 

Strickland Street became the family’s new home in 1990.  

Boddington, two hours’ drive south of the city has an 

alumina mine a gold mine and beautiful forest. 

It was in Boddington that I fell in love with and learned to 

appreciate the ‘bush’. 

Just a few weeks after we moved into our new home a 

couple from Boddington came to visit. They were proudly 

shown around the house and brought out onto the little 

upstairs balcony which promptly gave way leaving 3 

mangled adults and a perfectly undamaged 1 year old on 

the ground! 

Catherine and the children were introduced to the street 

with an afternoon tea at number 73b.  A great tradition 

that continues today welcoming new neighbours; albeit, 

now done in the evening and on a weekend with a glass 

of wine. 

At that time the long-nine golf course still existed.  It was 

much loved by many but off limits to most as it was both 

difficult and dangerous to walk through.  

A lot of time and energy was spent pulling out castor oil 

plants from the bush area below the old drive in site.  The 

area was then planted up in spring and watered in the 

summer months.  Watering was done by volunteers 

dragging heavy hoses about and carting buckets of water. 

Despite good intentions and deeds little survived. 

Soozie Ross gallantly took over running the volunteers, 

planting up the island and surrounds with great success 

and at that time little of my assistance. Now, Heidi 

Hardisty has built on Soozie’s work and achieved 

something of a miracle. The planting has become a 

wonderful frame to the pathways bringing in bikes, 

prams, skateboards, walking frames and wheelchairs, 

runners, walkers and shufflers. 

 

 

  

Catherine McAuley  
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Administration Grants 
 

Most members are aware of the Grants the FOLC pursue 

to revegetate the lake. These are both Federal and State 

Government grants. The Federal ones are Caring for our 

Country grants being used to progressively plant the 

wetland buffer.  Two State Community Environmental 

Grants has enabled us to plant sedges and rushes within 

the lake bed after invasive bulrushes were removed.  

Tuart Woodland is being created in the area northwest of 

the lake using State Natural Resource Management 

grants. 

Each Year the Federal Government supplies Grants to 

Voluntary Environment, Sustainability and Heritage 

Organisations for administration.  Friends of Lake 

Claremont have received one of these in each of the last 

two years. Each grant has been worth $2,200 (GST 

inclusive). 

Most of our administration costs are donated by 

members of the board in the form of stationery, emails, 

printing etc. We at times have more costly items we wish 

to produce; hence Claire Brittain began applying for these 

grants. 

In 2013 she won the first grant to produce a brochure that 

will launch a new initiative this May. Soon we will be 

asking families, school groups and members of the 

community to adopt a small area of Lake Claremont to 

keep weed free. Keep your ear to the ground for this!  

In 2014 we were running out of the “Claremont Birds” 

brochure which had been supplied by the Town of 

Claremont. We discovered that Birdlife Australia were in 

the process of updating it, but they had no money to have 

it printed. We decided to apply for the money through 

this grant to print it. We are also going to produce a sign 

at Stirling Road Park to enable people to identify birds at 

the lake.  Birdlife Australia member and Friends of Lake 

Claremont member, David Free and a colleague conduct 

a bird survey at the Lake twice a year and they are finding 

more birds and more species returning to the Lake each 

time. The joint effort between the two organisations 

helped to obtain this grant.  Thanks to Town of Claremont 

who contributed material from their original brochure.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A sneak preview of 2 new brochures  
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Privileged to Have Such Friends 
 

Last October, one of our most active volunteers, Joan Tocock, fell and broke her leg.  Aged 94 years, she 

has made a remarkable recovery, partly attributed to the support of those around her. She recently sent in 

this letter to thank everyone for their time: 

 

March 1st, 2014 

Dear Friends of Lake Claremont: 

On Thursday Feb. 27th, I walked to Claremont and back 

on my own for the first time since coming home from 

hospital 4 months ago. A red letter day! This would not 

have been possible without the help and support of the 

‘friends’ who rostered themselves to take me for a walk 

each day, also for hydrotherapy each week plus 

numerous other things. 

You have been wonderful. A big thank you for being so 

caring. I feel privileged to have such friends. 

Good health and happiness to you all. 

Best wishes 

Joan 

 
 

Calendar April 2014 
 

 

 

  

Day Event Time 

Monday 31st Mar- Friday  
 

Planting with the CVA All welcome 
 

8:30 am – 2:30 pm 

Friday 4th April 
Year 10 

Community Service Program 
1:30 – 3:00 pm 

Saturday 5th April 

 
Planting with the Shah Satnum Ji 
Green S Welfare Force Wing   

 

8:30 am – 3:00 pm 

Sunday 13th April FOLC Busy Bee 9:00 – 11:00 am 

Monday 14th April     FOLC Board meeting 5:30- 7:00 pm 

Tuesday 22nd April 
 

International Mother Earth Day 
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Thank You Adnan 
The FOLC would like to thank Adnan Visram for his services as the Newsletter editor since 2011. He is retiring from the 

position this year as he must focus on his final year of studies (law) at UWA. We wish him all the best. 

We currently are seeking a new editor. Please contact the folc.wa@gmail.com M 0416 614 696 to enquire about the 

position. 

 

Next Guided Walk:  Friends of Lake Claremont 
Sundowner 
Saturday 3rd May 4:30 pm – Stirling Road Park 

Come and join award winning ecologists Mike and Mandy Bamford for a relaxed evening at Lake 

Claremont. We’ll start with drinks & nibbles by the Lake as we watch the waterbirds. On sunset 

we’ll head out on the path to search for bats. After dark we’ll spotlight frogs, birds and other 

creatures of the night!  For more info please see the FOLC website.   Registration essential: 

folc.wa@gmail.com 

     

 

Autumn Planting Begins 
The Conservation Volunteers will be joining the FOLC planting rushes in the lake bed Monday 31st March to Friday 4th 

April, 8:30 am – 2:30 pm 

The Shah Satnum Ji Green-S Welfare Force Wing are back! They will join us Saturday April 4thfrom 8:30 am. Article next 

month. 

FOLC members and the public are welcome to join in the planting sessions.  

For more information about the planting sessions and upcoming events please see our website: 

http://www.friendsoflakeclaremont.org 

 

 

The Friends of Lake Claremont Ltd. (FOLC) is a community organization established and run by local 

residents all of whom are volunteers.  

Our mission is to assist in the conservation and enhancement of Lake Claremont, a Conservation 

Category Wetland and Bush Forever Site  

 
 
 
 
E-mail: folc.wa@gmail.com                                                      Website:     http://www.friendsoflakeclaremont.org/ 

Phone:       (08) 9384 2820                                                         Fax:     (08) 9383 4213 

Postal Address:              Friends of Lake Claremont Ltd.       P.O. Box 625     Cottesloe WA, 6911 

Award Winning Ecologists    
Mike and Mandy Bamford 
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